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should be either called the Asbburton treaty, or 
after the American negotiator, who had 
roved hinself, on this occasion, as well as during 
ihe last war, @ British advocate. 
Since the last war, the Brit'sh Government had 
been assiduously endeavoring to extend their naval 
wer, and to acquire the right to superintend the 
ice of the seas, The first pretext they seized on 
ip extend this power, was that of the suppression of 
the slave-trade. Here Mr. M. adveried to the 
pegotiations of the British Government at the con- 
ress of Vienna—the quintuple treaty—and the 
reaty with France on the subject; and read va- 
rious passages from the correspondence between 
ihe French and British Government's, as well as 
the correspondence of our Secreiaries of State, 
(Mr. Van Baren and Mr. Forsyth,) commenting 
on them as he proceeded. 


He further quoted the language of Sir Robert 
Peel, in the Briush Parliament, to show the extent 
of British assumption cn this subject; and next, the 
opinion of Lord Stowell on the Jaw of nations, as 
applicable thereto. He likewise quoted from the 
wrtings of Governor Cass, while minister of the 
United States to France, to show the American 
view of the question; and concluded with some re- 
marks stropgly in cpposition to the insulting claim 
st up by Great Britain, anc in exposure of her 
tyrannical proceedings in China, Affghanistan, and 
other portions of the world; while she was avow- 
edly he champion of humanity, and when under- 
taking to be the high sheriff of the seas, and to 
visit and search American ships. 


Mr. CUSHING rose to present, very briefly, his 
views of the controversy which had sprung up be- 
tween the Governments of Great Britain and the 
United States, respecting the construction of the 
Sth article of the treaty of Washington; and he 
thanked Heaven that, as a member of the Congress 
of the United States, he could rise to sustain and 
defend the construction of that treaty as given by 
the Chief Magistrate of this Union, in opposition 
to that of the Prime Minister of an adversary for- 
eigo nation, and in maintenance of the honor and 
inierests of the United States. He then proceeded 
to divest the question of extraneous interpretations, 
and applied to it the law of nations, as laid down 
by Lord Stowel!; and went on to assert that this 
assumed right of search was first asserted in a des- 
patch of the Duke of Wellington, addressed to the 
Prince Talleyrand. 

On the despatch of Lord Aberdeen, in October, 
1841; on his despatch of the 20i\h December, 1841; 
on bis recent despatch, laid before the House on 
yesterday; and on the speech of Sir Robert Peel, 
which he took to be a prepared exposition of the 
views of the British Government—he assumed that 
all pretext for any right of search was removed, 
with the exception of what was conceded by the 
treaty. He would remark, (and called the attention 
of the committee to the fact,) that the negotiations 
and the legislation of England with regard to the 
right of search went hand in hand. There were 
(woremarkable facts, 1o which he would call the 
atention of the country, in the progress of the 
parallel system of negotiation and legislation pur- 
sued by England. The first was the act of Par- 
liament in 1839, giving to British cruisers unlimit- 
ed authority to detain and search all vessels sus- 
pected in any manner of being engaged in the 
‘lave-trade. Alongside of this act of Parliament: 
he placed the quintuple treaty, a copy of which he 
bad made, and should embody in his speech when it 
should be written out at length. Both the act of 
Parliament and the quintuple treaty contained the 
‘ame provisions, totidem verbis. 

ow, he would call the attention of the country 

to the fact, that, let Sir Robert Peel contend for any 
construction he pleased of the treaty of Washing- 
lon, @ Step was thereby made on the part of the 
hited States, in advance of all other powers, on 
the subject of the reciprocal right of search. The 
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United States, instead of agreeing to a reciprecal 


right of search, had substituted for it concerted 
cruising. He contended that the point which was 
gained by the United States in the treaty of Wash- 
ington had had the effect of rolling back English 
negotiations in Europe. Had not the treaty of 
Wasbington been adopted—had the United States 
conceded the idea of a reciprocal right of search, 
the practical effect would have been, that the re- 
ciprocal right of search would have become inter- 
polated in the law of nations. The United States 
preverted that consummation. What, he asked, 
remained? In the message of the President, one 
view of the treaty was assumed, and in the speech 
of Sir Robert Peel another. Sir Robert Peel con- 
ceded all that was asked in regard to the belligerent 
right of search, and also as regards the conven- 
tional! or reciprocal right of search; but said there 
was a right to visit, distinct from the right of search, 
which he declared would be assumed and exer- 
cised. 


Now, the question he proposed to inquire into 
was this: Was there such a thing as the right 
to visit, distinct from the right of 
In all the books on international 
written generally upon the continent of Eu- 
rope—the right was always expressed in these 
terms, “droit de visite.” This was the only expres- 
sion on the subject. Now, there, was a right of 
visiting shjps, exercised under the sanatory Jaws of 
our country; also, a right to visit, exercised under 
our revenue Jaws. 
rights of visit—not the right to visit upon the tn- 
appropriated parts of the ocean, covering a large 
space of the globe. 

Sir R. Peel assumed that a cruiser had the right 
to visit vessels on the high seas, to see if the flag it 
puts outis the right flag. Now, suppose, accord- 


ing to this doctrine, a British cruiser should meet a | 


vessel bearing the fiag of the United States. The 
commander goes on board and challenges the flag. 


The master exhibits the ship’s register and other | 


papers, showing the nationality of his vessel. If 
the flag may be assumed to be not authentic, why 
may not the papers? May not the authenticity of the 
papers be called in question with as much propriety 
as the authenticity of the flag? If the boarding offi- 
cer may go behind the flag, why not also behind 
the papers, to the ship’s crew and cargo? Where, 
then, he asked, was the distinction between the 
right to visit and the belligerent right of search? 
He could find none. Either the assumed right of 
visitation was a nullity, or it was the right of 
search under. another name. He, therefore, de- 
nied the construction put upon the treaty by Sir 
R. Peel, and affirmed that of the President of the 
Urited States. 


On comparing the letters of Lord. Aberdeen and 
the message of the President, what would be found? 
Did Lord Aberdeen claim the right of visitation in 
either of those letters? Lord Aberdeen disavowed 
the right to visit an American vessel. What, then, 
did he claim the right to do?_ This, it must be re- 
membered, was a question of universal maritime 
right. Once admit the right to visit our vessels, 
and it would subject us to burdens ten-fold greater 
than the reciprocal right of search. The right to 
visit and inquire, would be made to cover every 
object for the attainmentof which the American 
flag could be unfurled. Lord Aberdeen claimed 
the right of a British cruiser, when he saw a ves- 
sel which he had reason to believe was a British 
vessel, and which he would, therefore, have the 
right to seize, to enter upon and detain it. But 
how? Not as an American vescel. He could 
not touch her asan American. He would enter 
her as a Portuguese, a French, a Spanish, a pirate, 
or some other vessel, which he would be author- 
ized to seize. If it proves to be an American ves- 
sel which he has entered, then he hascommitted an 
aggression, and owes reparation for it. Was this 
a right of search, or of visitation? No; it wasa 
responsibility—a perilous responsibility. 
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These were views on which he was prepared to 
live cr die, in peace or in war. He would con- 
cede to no Government the right to visit or search 
our ships; and if an admiralty order should be is- 
sued in England for that purpose, it would be an 
aggression, and he should be for coming to an 
understanding on the subject. 

He was of the opinion that we had cause to re- 
gret that we bad entered into any sentimental! legis- 
lation. The only delicate point in this matter was, 
a question in the law of nations which might arise 
upon the piracy act of Congress. It was a false 
step, he considered, on our part, to enact the piracy 
law with regard to the slave-trade; and here, whilst 
be forbore, on account of the delicacy of the sub- 
ject, from further alluding to it, he must do justice 
to the ability of his colleague, [Mr. Apams,] whose 
good advice, had it been followed, would have en- 
abled usto avoid the difficulties under which we 
now labored. 

After a few further remarks, he concluded by 
moving that the committee rise, with a view to the 
adoption of a resolution to take the bill out of 
committee. 

The motion wa; agreed to; and the committee 
rose. 

Mr. YORKE then offered a resolation, that all 
debate in Committee of the Whole on the above 
bill should cease in half an hour, and that the com- 
mittee should then proceed to vote on the amendments 
pending, and such amendments as might be offered, 
after which, to report the bi'l to the House. Mr. Y, 
having called for the previous question on the 
above resolution, 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky moved to lay it 
on the table: rejected—ayes 35, noes not counted. 

Under the operation of the previous question, the 
resolution was then adopted. 


The House then again went into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Summers in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the same bill. 


Mr. ADAMS got the floor, and observed that he 
merely rose to say that, in the short time allowed 
for debate on this question, he would forego the 
few remarks he intended to make on the subject, 
and would yield to other genilemer who desired 
to participate in the discussion. 


Mr. EVERETT next obtained the floor, and 
said that he did not intend to take up the whole 
half hour allotted to the discussion of this bill. 
He had but few remarks to make before offering 
an amendment, which he proposed to submit to the 
House, and should condense them as much as pos- 
sible. He first wished to say that he thought the 
treaty an extremely good one, for the very simple 
reason—that it settled difficulties, in themselves of no 
minor consequence. Secondly, to say that he should 
vote for the appropriation to pay Maine and Mas. 
sachusetts the sums awarded them but with the 
hope that his native State of Massachusetts 
would not receive a dollar of it. He hoped she 
would not take it—nut because it was not within 
the treaty. making power, but because if these 
two States were willing to rest under the imputation 
of having sold their country, he could hereafter 
make no manner of compiaint of the “thirty pieces 
of silver.” He was not one of those who be- 
lieved that the country belonged to Maine; and, 
therefore, he refrained from voting on the rescla- 
tion of the House affirming that proposition, and 
that the rights of Maine to the country would be 
maintained at all hazards. He believed, underall 
the circumstances, that we got a pretty good bar- 
gain in making this treaty. He came now to the 
right of visitation, about which so much had been 
said; ard this, he took it, was not a British, but an 
American question. When presented as a British 


- question, every man in the House rose in opposi- 


tion to it; but when presented as an American 
question—asfthe claim of the United States against 
the whole world—he hoped it would meet witha 
more favorale reception. With this brief preface, 
he begged leave to offer his amendment, exhibiting 
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his views of all that could be said on the subject. 
Mr. E. then submitted the following: 

And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
commander of each of said vessels of said naval force to visit 
all vessels found on the coast of Africa, or within one hundred 
leagues thereof, which he shall have reason to suspect w be 
American, and to be engaged in the slave-trade, for the sole pur- 
pose Of ascertaining whether such vessel be American; and if 
tound not to be American, such commander shall give to the 
captain of the vesseleo visited a certificate stating the name 
of his vessel, the name and rank of the commander, the date of 
the visit, and the time of detention of the vessel visited—a 
memorandum of which visit, with the reason therefor shall be 


placed on his jog-book; and report the same to the Secretary 
of the Navy. 


Mr. E. continued, that this bill proposed to send 
a ficet of 80 guns to the coast of Africa, for the 
purpose of suppressing the slave-trade. Now, he 
contended tbat the daties required of the command 
er of this squadron, by the amendment be had just 
offered, was absolutely necessary to enable them 
to render the least beneficial service. For what 
purpose were these vessels to be sent there? Not 
to interfere with the vessels of other nations, but 
with American vessels. You have, said Mr. E., by 
your laws, declared ihe slave-trade piracy; and your 
vessels, therefore, are to act against pirates, and to 
ascertain whether the vessels they find on that 
coast are pirates or not. Your object is to suppress 
this class of piracy; and how can you do it, unless 
you have the right of visit? If you deny that right, 
you must take the ground that the flag protects the 
ship: and if you find Tarkish colors on a ship that 
has the pame of the “Sarah Ann, of New York,” 
on her stern, you have no right to visit ber. Bat 
take the other ground; and if the commander of 
one of your vessels finds the name of the Sarah 
Ann, of New York—or of Baltimore, if you please— 
on a pirate, no flag will protect her. 

Everybody knew that at this day the flag was 
no evidence of the character of the vessel. Ves- 
sels engaged in the slave-trade would know very 
well where the American cruisers and British 
cruisers were; and when they came in sight of the 
former, would hoist some other flag, and hoist the 
American flag when they came in sight of the lat- 
ter. It would be perfectly idle and a waste of 
money to send our squadron to the coast of Africa, 
unless they were directed to visit all vessels under 
the American flag, and asseit the right of visit as 
an American right. It was said that the right of 
search was found in the law of nations asa belli- 
gerenrt right; and that, not being in a state of war, 
this right did not exist. What were the laws of 
nations? Had they derived their force from the 
contentions of nations, or had they derived it from 
the general consent of nations in amity? Bat, 
granting it to be a belligerent right only: the 
United States bad declared war against piracy, and 
could exercise this right while they were carrying 
on that war. How did vessels of war act in cases 
of piracy? Had they not the right to board vessels 
suspected to be piratical? and was not the 
United Siates at war with those who were pirates? 
But again: Was the House aware of the fact, that 
this right had been uniformly exercised by our 
ships of war? Our squadronson the coast of Afri- 
ca, epgaged in suppressing the slave-trade, had al- 
ways exercised this right; and so had our cruisers 
in the West [Mies while searching for pirates. 
He would maintain the right to visit these vessels 
at all hazards, otherwise our own seas would be 
covered with pirates. If we refused this right, what 
would be thought of us in Europe? All Europe 
was engaged in the suppression of the siave-trade; 
and could we say to the British that they should 
net board our vessels for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing, not whether they were American, but whether 
they were British? All distinction was Jost in the 
assertion that there was any analogy between the 
right of visitation and the right of search, The 
right of visit was not only essential to the pro- 
tection and preservation of a lawfal commerce, as 
well as the suppression of the slave-trade, but we 
could not stand before the world without conce- 
ding it. 

Mr. ALLEN rose to reply tosome observations 
made by the gentleman from Vermont, which he 
deemed a reflection on the States of Massachu- 
setts and Maine; and, afer speaking a few min- 
utes, the Chairman announced that the time lim- 
ied for the debate on this bill bad expired. 
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Mr. CUSHING then moved to fill up the blank 
in the bill with the sum of $217,728. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a modification, so as to 
specify the proportion of that sum to be paid to each 
of the States of Massachusetts and Maine. 

Mr. CUSHING accepted the modification. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to strike out the 
section providing for the msintenance of the squad- 
ron on the African coast. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to strike out the 
section appropriating $300,000 to Maine and Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Everett's amendment being in order— 

Mr. A. V. BROWN asked for tellers, and Messrs. 
Tituincuast and Rooskvett were appointed. The 
amendment was negatived: 22 voting in the affir- 
mative, and 105 in the negative. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the House; ard the amendment of the committee 
was concurred in. The bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed; and, on the question of its passage, 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS called for the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered, resulted—yeas 137, 
nays 40, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Arrington, Aycrigg, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Bowne, Briggs, Bronson, 
William Butler, William O. Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
Calhoun, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, 
Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Craw- 
ford, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
Deberry, Doig, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Fornance, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gid- 
dings, Patrick G. Goode, William O, Goode, Gordon, Graham, 
Granger, Hall, Harris, Henry, Holmes, Houck, Howard, Hu- 
bard, Hudson, Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, John P. Kennedy, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, 
Robert McClellan, McKennan, Mallory, Alfréd Marshall, 
Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Pearce, Pendleton, Pickens, Powell, Proffit, Ram- 
sey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgway, Riggs, 
Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, J. M. Russell, Salton- 
stall, Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, Slade, Stanly, Stokely, 
Mtratton, A. H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Trotti, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Wat- 
terson, Westbrook, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Winthrep, Wise, and Yorke—137. 

NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Atherton, Beeson, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Casey, Cra- 
vens, Dean, John C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, Gil- 
mer, Hopkins, Houston, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Abraham McClellan, Mc- 
Kay, McKeon, Marchand, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Mil- 
ler, Newhard, Payne, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Shaw, 
Shields, Steenrod, Jacob Thompson, and Turney —40. 

The bill was therefore passed. 

Mr. ALLEN of Maine moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the bill was passed, and the 
previous question on the motion. 

The previous question was sustained, and the re- 
consideration put, and lost. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS moved the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. BRIGGS ingnired whether this was not the 
last day bills could be sent to the Senate. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was, unless the 
House should suspend its rules. 

Mr. McKENNAN asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn; but they were not order- 
ed. 

Tellers (Messrs. Briccs and WeLueR) were or- 
dered on the motion, who reported—ayes 95, noes 
not counted. 

So the House, ata quarter past 5 o’clock, ad- 
journed. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, March 1, 1843. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported back to the Senate the bill 
No. 47, heretofore referred to that committee, 
granting an additional quantity of Jand to the State 
of Illinois, to aid in the completion of the Illinois 
and Michigan Canal, with a recommendation by 


“the committee in favor of its passage. 


The bill is as follows: 


Be it enacted Ly the Senate and House of Representa. 
tives of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, 
That, in addition to the lands heretofore granted to the State of 
Tilinois, for the param of assisting in the construction of the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal, there is hereby granted to the said 
State the further quantity of four hundred and seventy-eight 
thousand five hundred and seventy-eight acres, to aid in the 


















completion of thesaid work. The said lands to be telecter 
an agent or agents to be appointed by the Governor of the by 
State, in sections, half sections, quarter sections, and 
quarter sections, from any of the unreserved lands bali 
to the United Siates within the limits of the said State : 
vided, That such selection shall be made under the direction 
notestand 1 say tandeve wilch the ight an tls 
attach under the existing laws of Congress. Pre-emption may 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pension, 
made reports (which were ordered to be prinies| 
adverse to the passage of the following House bill 
Viz.: , 

The bill for the relief of John Everly; 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Dawkins: and 

The bill for the relief of John P. Schuyler, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, trom the Commitiee 
on Public Lands, reported back, without amen. 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pase 
the bill from the House providing for the sale of 
certain lands in the States of Ohio and Michi 
ceded by the Wyandot tribe of Indians, and fo; 
other purposes. 

Mr. &., from the same committee, to which wa; 
referred the bill from the House entitled “An ag 
explanatory of an act supplemental to an act ep. 
titled ‘An act granting pre-emption rights to ge. 


reported the same back without amendment, Mr, 
S., said there were other bills on the file ccntain( 
precisely the same matier. The committee, there. 
fore, had not thought it necessary to recommend 
the passage of this bill. He hoped the other bilis 
alluded to would be taken up and passed. 

The resolution which was submitted on yester. 
day by Mr. Wacker, calling upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury to communicate to the Senate, at the 
next session of Congress, the whole operations of 
the landed system, was taken up and agreed to, 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass, the bill from the 
House for the relief of Ruth Mathiot. 

Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported back, without amendment, the 
bill from the House for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Robert A. Kelly. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the House bills on the calen- 
dar; when 

House bill entitled ‘An act for the relief of 
Lloyd J. Bryan,” was taken up, as in committee of 
the whole, on an adverse report of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs; and it was indefinitely post. 
poned. 

The following House bills were then considered 
as in committee of the whole, and finally passed, 
viz: 

An act for the relief of Robert Ramsay. 

An act to amend.an act entitled ‘‘An act to es- 
tablish the northern boundary line of the State of 
Ohio, and to provide for the admission of the State 
of Michigan into the Urion upon the conditions 
therein expressed.” 

An act for the relief of John Javins. 

An act for the relief of John Hicks. 

House bill entitled “‘An act for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Major General Baron De 
Kalb, deceased,” was taken up, as in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. BENTON made some remarks against its 


passage. 

Mr. PHELPS stated that the bill had been re 
jected by the Senate at the last session; but it was 
again passed by the House this session, and was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
That committee did not know what other course 
to take, than to report the bill back to the Senaie, 
and submit it to its decision. He (Mr. P.) was in- 
dividually opposed to the claim. He moved that 
it be indefinitely postponed. : 

The question was put on this motion, and it was 
carried in the affirmative. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of the 
heirs, or the assignees of the heirs, of Isaac T: 
and James McGill,” was taken up as in committee 
of the whole, on an amendment from the Commit 
tee on the Public Lands. : 


Mr. TAPPAN moved that the bill be laid on 


the table; but withdrew the motion at the sugges 
tion of 


tlers on the public lands,’ approved June 22, 1833» & 
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SMITH of Indiana, who made some re- 
on the principle involved in it. He main- 
‘od that it would be to the interest of all parties 
io pass the pill as proposed to he amended. 
Mes 


rs. KING and TAPPAN made some re- 
parks in opposition, and Messrs. PORTER, HEN- 
DERSON, and BATES in favor of the bill; when 

Mr. TAPPAN renewed his motion to lay the 
piji on the table, and on that demanded the year 
yi nays; Which were ordered. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 

tive—-yeas 13, nays 24. 

The bill was still further debated by Messrs. 
yoUNG, BENTON, HENDERSON, TAPPAN, 
KING, McROBERTS, and McDUFFIE in oppo- 
ition to, and by Messrs. SMITH of Indiana, 
WOODBRIDGE, and LINN, in favor of, its pas- 


*.. amendment was then agreed to, and the 
pill was reported to the Senate; and the question 
sow being, ‘Shall the bill be engrossed for a third 


ading?” 

Wr McROBERTS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then put, and decided in the af- 
frmative, yeas 21, nays 13. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pars, the bill from 
the House to change the time of bolding the cir- 
quit and district couris for the eastern district of 
Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. B., the above bill was taken 
up asin committee of the whole, for consideration; 


when 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing an additional section, repealing the act ap- 
proved 9ih June, 1842, amendatory of the act of 
]0th March, 1838, changing the time of holding 
the circuit and district courts for the district of 
Ohio. 

Mr. BERRIEN said this proposition was before 
the Judiciary Committee, and that committee 
was unable as yet to concur in the repeal of that 
law. He trusted, however, that this bill would not 
beencumbered with a debatable question, which 
the Senator from Ohio desired. 


Mr. TAPPAN remarked that the bill for this 
purpose had not been referred to the Judiciary 
Committee, and that he felt it to be his duty, under 
instruction from the Legislature of his State, to 
press the repeal of the law alluded to. 


Mr. BERRIEN said the resolutions to which the 
Senator from Ohio had alluded, in favor of the re- 
peal of that law, were referred to the Judiciary 
Committee; and the committee were not enabled to 
concur on the propriety of its repeal. He hoped 
the amendment would not be pressed. 


Mr. ALLEN made some remarks in favor of the 
amendment. The necessity which caused the 
change of the place for holding the courts in Ohio, 
didnot now exist; for the bankrupt law, which super- 
induced that necessity, had been repealed. The 
Legislature of his State bad instructed their Sena- 
tors to vote for the repeal of the law. He hoped 
it would be repealed. He demanded the yeas and 
nays on the amendment, which were ordered; and 
the qaestion being put on its adoption, it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 16, nays 21. 


Tae bill was then reported to the Senate, read the 
ibir! time according to order, and passed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
Teported back, with an amendment, the bill frem the 
House making appropriation for the completion of 
the public buildings in Florida. 

Mr. CRIFTENDEN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the 
widow of Captain Zantzinger; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the Senate take a re- 
cess, from 3 to 5 o’clock. 

: Messrs. BENTON and WOODBURY opposed 
_The question being put on the motion, it was de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 18, noes 24. 

The bill for the relief of Robert P. Lewis, and 
the bill granting a pension to David Welch, were 
Tead the third time, and passed. 


DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill to extend the charters of the Distriet 
banks for ten years from July, 1844, came up for 
a third reading. 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to lay the bill on the table, 
on the ground that, if passed to day, it could not 
go to the House, under the rule. 

Mr. WRIGHT hoped Senators would not waste 
time upon the bill, as it could not go to the House, 
without a suspension of the joint rules, unless by 
the unanimous consent of the Senate. That being 
the case, he could assure Senators on the other side 
that any resolution to suspend the joint rule in 
which this bill was included, would be objected to. 

Mr. ALLEN now submitted a question of order, 
= the bill could be read the third time to- 

ay. 

The CHAIR said it could be read the third time 
and passed to-day; but could not be sent to the 
other House, unless by a suspension of the joint 
rule prohibiting the transmission, within three days 
of the end of the session, of original bills from 
one House to the other. 

Mr. ALLEN, such being the decision of the 
Chair, withdrew his question of order, and moved 
to lay the bill on the table, and on that motion de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on that motion, and 
ra in the negative—yeas 16, nays 27, as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


Linn, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
—— Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Miller, Morehead,‘ 
Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague 
Tallmadge, White, and Wvuodbridge--27. 

Mr. BENTON adverted to the improper course 
pursued, in bringing forward bills of this character 
during the last days of the session. The bill (Sen. 
ators were aware) could not go to the other House. 
It was, therefore, a useless waste of time to pass 
bills to no purpose. 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. BENTON demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being put, it 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 17, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Graham, Hender. 
son, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, 
Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Kiog, Lion, McDuffie, McRoberts, Smith of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—17. 

House bill entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of Su- 
san Brum,” was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, on an adverse report of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and indefinitely postponed. 

The bill entitled ‘‘An act to refund to Massachu- 
setis the balance due her for disbursements during 
the Jate war with Great Britain,” came up on its 
third reading. It was read the third time. 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays on 
the question, Shall the bill pass? which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. WALKER made some remarks against the 
passage of the bill. 

The question was then put, and the bill was 
passed by the following vote—yeas 27, nays 19, 
viz: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tall- 
madge, White, Williams, and Woodbridge -27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—19. 

Mr. EVANS moved to suspend the joint rules, 
so as to permit the above bill, the District bank 
bill, and two private bills of the Senate, to be sent 
to the other House. 

Mr. ALLEN objected to the motion. 

The CHAIR decided that, objection having been 
made, the motion could not be entertained to-day. 

Mr. EVANS hoped that it would be suspended, 
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to permit the two private bills to be sent to the 
House. 

Objection was made. 

The House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Asabel Lee, Harvey Lee, and Lemuel Lee,” was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, on amend- 
ments of the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PHELPS opposed the adoption of the 
amendment, and showed that the bill! shou'd pass 
as it came from the House. 

The question was put on the amendment, and it 
was rejected. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, read 
the third time accor ing to order, and passed. 

The following bills from the House were then 
taken up as in committee of the whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and fin.'ly passed, viz: 

An act for the relief of John Dry Sdale. 

An act for the relief of Johnson, Patsick. 

An act for the relief of James Sweetman. 

An act for the relief of Thomas King. 

An act for the relief of John F. Wiley. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Nimbiett. 

An act for the relief of Horace Wetherell. 

An act granting a pension to Israel Thomas. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of the 
widow of Captain William Royal], deceased,” was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, on an ad- 
verse report of the Committee on Pensions. 

After a few remarksfrom Messrs. BATES, CRIT- 
TENDEN, YOUNG, BUCHANAN, WOODBU- 
RY, and PHELPS, the question on concuriing in 
the report of the committee was put, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 13, noes 14. The bill was 
then reported to the Senate, and ordered to a third 
reading. And the question being, Shall the bill 

ass? 

Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted in 
the negaltive—yeas 13, nays 16. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass, the House bill for 
the relief of Josiah Westlake. 

Also, reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that they do pass, the bill for the relief of Nancy 
Wilson, and the bill for the relief of Robert Ley- 
tor’s children. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE submitted the following; 
which, after a few remarks in i's favor, was adopt: 
ed, viz: 





Resolved, That of the charts and maps emanating from the 
Topographical Bureau, reported to Congress during this session, 
or which may be hereafter reported, and ordered to be engraved, 
there shall be struck off fifty additional copies for the use of 


the Topographical Bureau. 

Mr. AKCHER, from the Commitice on For- 
eign Relations, reported back, without amendment, 
the bill from the House to provide for carrying into 
effect the treaty between the United Siates and 
Great Britain, concluded at Washington, on the 9th 
of August, 1842. 

On motion by Mr. KING, leave was granted to 
withdraw the papers of William Walker from the 
files. 

The Senate bill for the relief of certain officers 
of the Jate surveying and exploring expedition, was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. BAYARD explained the propriety of this 
bill, and hoped the remaining special orders would 
also be proceeded with. 

Mr. BUCHANAN objected, on the ground that 
the Senate bills could not be sent to the Houtre, 
without a suspension of the rules. He moved to 
postpone the special orders, with a view of pro- 
ceeding with the general orders, 

Mr. BAYARD made some further explanation 
in favor of the special orders. 

Mr. CALHOUN urged the propriety of pro- 
ceeding with the general orders. 

The question was taken on postponing the special 
orders, and taking up the general orders, and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 24, noes not 
counted. 

The general orders then being announced, House 
bill No. 596, being an act for the relief of Joseph 
W. Reckless, came up for consideration. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said this bill would lead 
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to discussion. He, therefore, moved to lay it on 
the table. 

The bill was accordingly laid on the table. 

The following House bills were taken up as in 
committee of the whole, considered, reported to the 
Senate, and finally passed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Richard Coke, jr., 
Robert Anderson, and George Southall. 

The bili for the relief of Charles B. Hall of Cin- 
cipnali. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Lord. 

The bill supplemental to the act of 24th May, 
1228, to continue a copyright to John Rowlett. 

The bill for the relief of James B. Sullivan, of 
the county of Rapides, in the State of Louisiana, 
(amended.) 

The bill for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury, 
(with amendments. ) 

The bill to transfer to the trustees of Centre 
College, in Kentucky, the lands heretofore granted 
to the Kentucky Asylum for teaching the Deaf and 
Dumb. 

The bill for the relief of Edward Bartlett, late 
consul of the United States at Lima, in Peru. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Brent, deceased, late consul of the Uni- 
ted States at Paris, (with amendment.) 

ws bill for the relief of Allen Rogers, (amend- 
ed.) 
The bill for the relief of Benjamin Truslow. 

The bil! to continue in force the act for the pay- 
ment of horses aad other property lost in the mili- 
tary service of the United States, (with amend- 
ments. ) 

The bill for the relief of Richard Rush. 

The bill for the relief of Charlies Gerdon, owner 
of the schooner Two Sons, and the legal represent- 
altives of the crew of said vessel. 

The bill for the relief of Peters, Moore, & Co., 
(with amendment.) 

The bili for the relief of Andrew Fisher. 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Britton. 

The bill for the relief of William Gale. 

The bill for the relief of 8S. & M. Richie. 

The bill for the relief of Knott Martin and Ar- 
nold Martin, owners of the fishing-schooner Only 
Son, and others. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Lieut. W. 8. Eveleth. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Philander 
Smith and James Young. 


The bill to set aside certain reservations of lands, 
on account of live oak, in the southeastern district 
of Louisiana. 

The joint resolution directing certain papers, re- 
lating to titles to lands in Louisiana, to be return- 
ed to the General Land Office. 

The bill for the relief of Garret Vliet, (as amend- 
ed.) 

The bill for the relief of James Gray. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph R. Chandler. 

The bill for the relief of Charles Waldron. 

The bill for the relief of George A. Winslow. 

The till for the relief of John Skirving. 

The bill to provide in certain cases for the sale 
of real estate of infants in the District of Columbia. 
The bill for the relief of John Randolph Clay. 

The bill for the relief of Gorham A. Werth, one 
of the sureties of Samuel Edmonds, deceased. 

The bill to allow a pension to Nancy Wil- 
liams, the widow of David Williams, who was one 
of the captors of Major Andre. 

Joint resolution relating to patents for bounty 
lands, (with an amendment ) 

The billto reduce the salary of the surveyor of 
the port of Camden, New Jersey. 

[Mr. MILLER moved to amend this bill, so as 
to limit the reduction of the salary to $500, instead 
of $250; but it was disagreed to.] 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Emmerson. 

‘Vhe bill for the relief of Jeremiah Kimball, ( with 
amendments. ) 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Gresham, the 
widow of George Gresham. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Towers. 

Tne bill to fix the compensation of the Com- 
missioner of Pablic Buildings was passed with an 
amendment. 


The dill for the relief of John Wolfenden. 
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The following bills from the House were taken 
up as in committee of the whole, and laid on the 
table, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Alexander H. Everett. 

The bill for the relief of John A. Smith. 

The bill for the relief of George E. Johnson. 

This bill was laid on the table, after much dis- 
\yssion. 

The following bills from the House were then 
taken up as in committee of the whole, and indefi- 
nitely postponed, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Gideon A. Perry. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel B. Tock. 

The bill for the relief of Benjamin Evans. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Neely. 

The bill for the relief of John Farsham. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Lomax. 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Anne W. Angus. 

The bil! for the relief of Thomas H. Brown. 

The bill for the relief of D. and J. Wilkinson. 

The bill for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Codhook, of Blue Hill, Maine. 

The bill for the relief of Levi Eldredge and 
others. 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the 
schooner Three Brothers. 

The Lill for the relief of John Patten, jr., owner 
of the fishing-schooner Credit, and the master and 
crew of said vessel. 

The bill for the relief of Abner Lowell and 
others, owners of the fishing-schooner William. 

The bill for the relief of William Ellery, owner 
of the fishing-schooners ‘Sevo and Ida, both of 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, and others. 


The bill for the relief of John H. Russell, and 
others, as owners, master, and crew of the fishing- 
schooner Lucy Ann. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Broadstreet, Amos 
Tappan, and others. 

The bill for the relief of Barnabas Baker, jr., 
and others, owners of the fishing-schooner Union, 
of Dennis, Massachusetts. 

The bill for the relief of Joshua Knowles, jr., 
and others, owners and crew of the fishing-schooner 
Garnet. 

The bill for the relief of Teackle Savage, ad- 
ministrator of Bolitha Laws. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Francis Pellicer. 

The bill for the relief of William Patterson. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Whiteman. 

The bill for the relief of Sampson Brewn. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Barry, widow 
and administratrix of Thomas Barry. 

The bill for the relief of Prudence Conch. 

The bill granting a pension to David Munn. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Elder. 

The bill for the relief of Jane Maguire, widow 
of Major Thomas Maguire, deceased. 

The bil! for the relief of Patrick Masterton. 

The bill for the relief of Leah Tenure. 

The bill for the relief of Henry Freeman. 

The bil! for the relief of Elizabeth Harris. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Watson. 

The bill for the relief of George Hommill. 

The bil! for the relief of George P. Pollen and 
Robert Colgate. 

The bill for the relief of S. Morris Waln. 

The bill from the House for the relief of Major 
Themas Harrison was taken up as in committee of 
the whole; and aftera long discussion, in which 
Messrs. DAYTON, WALKER, CALHOUN, 
BATES, BENTON, SEVIER, SIMMONS, and 
ALLEN, participated, 


The bill was indefinitely postponed—yeas 18, | 


nays 15. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee of Confer. | 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses | 


on the bill for the relief of James S. Calhoun, re- 
ported the result of that conference, in the form of 
a substitute for the amendments disagreed to; which 
substitute was adopied by the Senate, allowing 
nothing for consequential damages, but $15,900 
in full satisfaction for all claim against the Gov- 
ernment 

Mr. ARCHER desired to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill making appropriation to satisfy 
the stipulations of the Ashburton treaty. 








Mr. BENTON said that bill could be 
of to-morrow. He therefore moved °an adjou 
ment; which motion was disagreed to on yeas = 
nays—yeas 7, nays 21. wa 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Weaver 
Jacob Heyberger, sureties of the Norristown. art 
Valley Railroad Company, was taken up ce 
committee of the whole. 7 

Mr. PORTER moved to amend the bil! by add 
ing, as an additional section thereto, the Senate 
bill to remit duties on railroad iron, on certain ¢ 
ditions. . 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the bill te 
over informally; for he had no doubt that the 
amendment proposed would lead to debate. 

Mr. WALKER hoped that the bill would not te 
passed over. He thought that the Senate wou 
readily see the impropriety of amending & private 
bill, which was just in itself, by a general bil} jp. 
volving a great principle, and which would requiry 
a great deal of discussion before it could be dis. 
posed of. 

Mr. PORTER made some remarks in justificy. 
tion of bis course, and on the propriety of paggi 
this bill, which merely gave further time to the 
railroad companies to import railroad iron free of 
duty. He thought it was germane to the bill be. 
fore the Senate. He hoped the Senate would take 
a vole upon it, and indulge him with the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

Mr. CONRAD said that the bill was analogous 
to the bill which was proposed to be amended: 
and, if it was passed, would tend to cheapen the 
transportation of the mail on railroads. , 

Mr. WALKER said it was vain and nugatory 
to send such a bill to the House, when it was 
known that that body had rejected the bill to remit 
duties in favor of the Petersburg Railroad Com. 


ny. 
aes: WRIGHT and ARCHER soggesied 
that the bill should be passed over informally, 
This suggestion was acquiesced in by the Senate. 

The bill in relation to the exemplification of 
the records of land patents, and other evidences 
of title, and amendatory of the act entitled “An 
act to reorganize the General Land Office,” was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, on an 
amendment of the Committee on Public Lands, 
proposing (as it was understood by the reporter) to 
transfer the duties now performed by the secretary 
to the President, in signing patents, to the Recorder 
to the Land Office. This amendment led to dis. 
cussion, in which Messrs. McROBERTS and 
WALKER participated in oppesition to the amend. 
ment, and Mr. SMITH of Indiana in favor of it. 
The bill was, however, passed over informally tll 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day on the table, under the 
rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States cause to 
be investigated by the judges of the superior courts of Florida, 
in their respective Cistricts, all losses of property ata 
the inhabitants of said Territory, in consequence ofthe Sem: 
nole hostilities since the commencement thereof, in the year 
1835; and that the sonsleveny and opinions of sdid judges in such 
case be reported to this body when completed: Provided, That 
any expenses attending the Me angen be provided for, and 
paid by, the said Territory of Florida. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice that he should, 
on to-morrow, move the Senate, at the hour of two 
o’clock, to proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, on leave, introduced a joint 
resolution to authorize the translation of a pamph- 
let in the Navy Department, on the culture and 
preparation of hemp; which was read twice. 

Mr. M. remarked that this pamphlet (which was 
in the Russian language) was upon a subject of 
great interest to the people of Kentucky; and ask- 
ed that the resolation might now be passed. 

Mr. WRIGHT did not object to such course, 
but thought that, Congress having provided agents 
to go to Kentucky and inspect and purchase hemp, 
it,was as littleas the great hemp-growirg intet- 
est could do to pay the small sum which would be 
required to pay for translating this pamphlet. — 

Mr. WILLIAMS objected to its consideration; 
when, 

On motion by Mr. SIMMONS, 

The Senate adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


WepyesDay, March 1, 1843. 
House met this morning at 10 o’r'oek, 
yt, WESTBROOK presented the petition of citi- 
gens of Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania, for the issu- 
: ,000,000 of stock, to be distributed among 
ihe States and Territories, and District of Colum- 


* AMOS KENDALL. 
Mr. LITTLEFIELD presented to the House 
he following resolutions of the Legislature of 


Maine: 
Resolved, That while it is the duty ofa free Guvernment to 
eet the people from injustice and oppression, it is also 
- to sustain and defend its officers agents in an honest, 
and rigid discharge of their duties and truste. That while 
sf infringement of the lawe should be visited with merited pun- 
ighitent, reparation of injuries ineurred in the conscientious and 
impartial! rmance of their official functions should be 

rompt 
Mpesote 


complete. 
ed, That, in the execution of his duties as Postmaster 
lof the United States, the honorable Amos Kendall 
evinced pot only taleats of the highest order, but unswerving 
and uopurchasable integrity; exalted and disinterested patriot- 
jum; never-tiring indastry and zeal for the public weal; and 
ageeyed watchfulness of ulators and swindlers, which 
have never Deen surpassed in the history of the Government, 
sdentile him to the gratitude of the nation. 

Resclved, That in resisting what he deemedto be an un- 
it and.exorbitant claim upon the Post Office Department, 
for which he is now incarcerated within the jail limits of the 
city of Washington, Mr. Kendall acted witha single eye to the 

lic good, and with adeep sense of an imperative duty as a 
public servant. mhey. : : 

Resolved, That the rank injustice of suffering a public ser- 
vant, (hus meritorious, to be placed in durance—not for any 
defalcation or misconduct, but on account of his fidelity to the 
Government—is a stain upon the national honor, which, as far 
wit can be done by Congress, should be speedily erased. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and 
our Representatives requested, to exert «Jl fair and honorable 
means to have the judgment on which the Hon. Amos Kendall 
jsnow imprisoned, for withholding his official sanction to the 
chim of Stockton & Stokes on the Post Office Department, 
cancelled by the Treasurer of the United States;‘and also to have 
the said Kendall allowed and paid, from the public treasury, 
the costs and expenses incurred by him in defending the suit of 
the aid Stockton & Stokes against him, together with such fur- 
ther sum for damages, by reason of said suit and imprisonment, 
as may be a full remuneration therefor, 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted, 
by theGovernor, to each of the Senators and Representatives 
in Congress from this State, and to the President of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United 
Biates. 

In THs Hovse of REPRESENTATIVES, February 20, 1843. 

Read, and passed, 

DAVID DUNN, Speaker. 
In Senate, February 21, 1843. 

Read, and passed. 

EDWARD KAVANAGH, President. 

February 21, 1843. Approved: 

JOHN FAIRFIELD, 

Mr. DAVIS of New York also presented reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of New York, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representatives 
from that State in the Congress of the United Siates, 
to use their exertions to procure, if possible, at the 
present session of Congress, the passage of a law 
tntirely relieving Amos Kendall from all and every 
personal responsibility and damage in consequence 
of a certain judgment against him in favor of 
Stockton & Stokes, for certain of his official acts 
while Postmaster General of the United States. The 
resolution was laid on the table. 

_ On the motion of Mr. BARNARD, the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted: 

Rewlved, That the Secretary of War be requested to cause 
tplan and estimates to be prepared at the topographical bu- 
Teau, Or otherwise within his department, and laid before Con- 
gress at the next session, for a room or apartment in the Capi- 
tol, or to be added thereto, for the better accommodation of the 
aitings of the House of Representatives. 

Mr. BARNARD also presented a communica- 
tion from the authorities of the city of Albany, in 
relation to the condition of the navigation of the 

udson river, 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS, from a committee, re- 
ported Senate bill declaring Robbinston, in the 
State of Maine, a port of delivery. 

Mr. BIRDSEYE, from the Committee on Pri- 
vale Land Claims, made an adverse report upon 
- petition of Ellen Duval, in behalf of her late 
— E. W. Duval; which was laid on the 

ie, 

Mr. CHILDS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of John H. 

odges, of Baltimore; which was read twice, and 


committed, 
SENATE BILLS. 


The following bills from the Senate were read 
Wice, and referred: 


| 
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An act for the relief of Duncan L. Clinch. 

An act declaring Robbinston, in the State of 
Maine, to be a port of eniry. 

An act to settle the title to the Pea Patch island, 
in the river Delaware. 

An act for the relief of Mary W. Thompson, 
widow of the late Lieutenant Colone! Thompson, 
of the army of the United States. 

An act for the relief of Nancy Polereesky. 

An act for the relief of Daniel G. Skinner, of 
Alabama. 

An act for the relief of John R. Williams. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill from 
the Senate, entitled ‘An act to apply certain alter- 
nate sections of the pub!ic domain toward the com- 
pletion of works of internal improvement in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes,” report: 
ed the same without amendment. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION B:LL. 


The House took up the bill entitled “An act 
making appropriations for fulfilling treaty stipu- 
lations with the various Indian tribes, for the 
half-calendar year beginning the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, and ending the 30th day of June, 1843; and for 
the fiscal year, beginning the Ist day of July, 1843, 
and ending the 30th day of June, 1844;” which 
had come from the Senate with certain amend- 
ments. The amendmen's were concurred in. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
the 28th day ‘of June, 1842, a report respecting 
fines, penalties, and forfeitures received and re- 
tained by collectors and other officers of the rev- 
enue. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of State, 
which, with the documents accompanying it, fur- 
nish the information requested by the resolution of 
the 18th February, which called for any corre- 
spondence between the representatives of foreign 
governments and the United Siates in relation to 
the operation of the present tariff laws or treaties 
existing with foreign governments. 


CLERKS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a memo- 
rial from Noah Fletcher, a clerk of eighteen years 
standing in the office of the Clerk of the House, 
who has discharged the duties of engrossing and 
enrolling clerk, praying for an inquiry, by a select 
committee, into his services, that he may re- 
ceive payment for the present session of Con- 
gress, &c. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that he be paid for 
his services for the present session; and that he 
be continued in the employment of the House. 


After a few words from Mr. HOPKINS, Mr. 
UNDERWOOD, and others, 

Mr. W. SMITH moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to lay on the table. They 
were not ordered. 

Mr. SAUNDERS called for tellers on the yeas 
and nays. They were not ordered. 

Tellers (Messrs. Smitn and McKennan) were 
ordered on the motion to lay on the table; who re- 
ported—ayes 34, noes 88. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. MERIWETHER rose, and inquired wheth- 
er it would be in order to move to dismiss Matthew 
St. Clair Clarke, as Clerk of the House. 

The SPEAKER said, no. 

Mr. BABCOCK called for a division of the ques- 
tion on the resolution. 

The question was taken on the first part—by 
which authority is given to pay Mr. Fletcher for 
his services as clerk this session. It was agreed 


to. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays 
upon the second division of the resolution—b 
which authority is given to continue the said cler 
(Fletcher) in office. They were ordered. 

On taking the vote, the result was—yeas 64, 
nays 67. 


$75 


So the House determined that Mr. Noah Fieieticr 
shall not be continued in office. 

M:. SUMMERS rose and moved to reconsider 
the vote just taken, and took the occasion to make 
a statement in reference to the action of the Clerk 
of the House cn the resolutions to reduce the force 
of his office. In the course of his remarks, he 
read extracts from the depositions of une of the 
clerks, (Mr. Fietcher,) and one of the messengers, 
(Mr. Brown,) showing that they had never been 
turned out ot office. 

Mr. BRIGGS made a stemement, in explanation, 
in beha'f of the Cle; afer which, 

Mr. SUMMERS withdrew his motion. 

Mr. KEIM offered a resolution that Mr. King- 
man, one of the superseded cle: ks. should be placed 
on the same footing with Mr. Fletcher, by being 
paid for his services during the sessien; which 
resolution was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the bill making 
appropriation for fortifications, as amended by the 
Senate, wastaken up, and the amendments con- 
curred in. 

Mr. KING of Georgia moved to take up the 
message of the Senate asking a committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Hvuses 
to the amerdment to the bill for the relief of 
James S. Calhoun; which motion was agreed to, 
and a commitiee of conference was appointed on 
the part of the Flouse. 

On motion by Mr. WISE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Unicon, (Mr. McCueztian, of New York, 
in the chair.) 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. WISE moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the half calendar and the fiscal year, ter- 
minating on the 30th of June, 1844, which had 
come from the Senate, with some amendments. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved that the commit- 
tee take up the two joint resolutions introduced 
from the Library Committee; the one in relation 
to the statue of Washington by Greenough, and the 
other in relation to Gordon’s Digest. 

The motion of the gentleman from Virginia was 
agreed to. 

The first amendment of the Senate was one by 
which they struck out the provision of the House, 
that the head of the Boreau of Provisions and 
Clothing should hereafter be a captain in the navy. 

Mr. MALLORY defended the provision of the 
House which the Senate had stricken out; and con- 
tended that, to pay a civilian while so many cap- 
tains were unemployed, was a waste of expendi- 
ture which ought to be retrenched. 

Mr. BURNELL also addressed the House on 
the amendment 

Mr. C. BROWN also defended the provision of 
the House, and contended that captains in the 
navy were better adapied for the office in question 
than a clerk in one of the departments at Wash- 
ington. Captains in the navy would have more 
sympathy with the sailors, and take better care that 
they were not wronged. 

Mr. KING was desirous of offering an amend- 
ment by which he proposed to substitute a purser 
for a captain as the head of this bureau. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 
was not now in order. 

Mr. WISE addressed the committee in defence 
of the present head of this bureau; and read a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Navy addressed to 
Mr. Evans of the Senate on that subject. 

Some conversation took place upon points of or- 
der; afier which, 

Mr. REYNOLDS rose, and addressed the com- 
mittee in opposition to the amendment of the Sen- 
ate. He contended that a captain was a proper 
officer to be placed at the head of the Bareau of 
Blothing, instead of a civilian, as Mr. Goldsbo- 
rough. He urged that, by employing an. officer 
of the navy, (and there were many ‘*waiting or- 
ders,”) there would be a saving of $3,000 per 
annum to the Government. Though a small sum, 
he thought that everything should be saved which 
it was in the power of Congress to prevent being 
expended, without absolute injury to the service. 

Mr. McKENNAN hoped that gentlemen 
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would confine themselves strictly to the question 
before the committee. He then went into a de- 
fence of the propriety of continuing the office of 
head of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing in 
the hands of acivilian. The duties of the office 
should be filled by & mercantile, and not a mili- 
tary man. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON urged the expediency 
and economy of placing the office in the hands of 
an ofhcer of the navy. He replied to the gentle- 
man who had eulogized Mr. Goldsborough, and 
said that all the abases in the department grew up 
under the administration of the Navy Board, of 
which Mr. Goldsborough was the secretary. He 
preferred to have a purser at the head of the Bu- 
reau of Clothing; but, rather than have a civilian, 
at additional expense to the Government, he was 
willing to take. a post-captain. 

Mr. EVERETT thought that the House had 
acted unwisely in adopting the proviso, and that 
they ought now to adopt the amendment of the 
Senate. Hethovehta greater saving would be 


effected by retaining in this office aman of busi- 
ness an an accountant, rather than a naval cap- 
tain, than the whole pay ef that officer. 

Mr. GWIN wished to inguire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, [Mr. Wisz,) 
whether Mr. Goldsborough con'racted for the fuel | 
used by the sieam-ships that have been laid up, 
owing to the enormous expenses incurred in keep- | 


ing them aficat. 
Mr. WISE said he did not know. 
not. 


He supposed 


Mr. GWIN was anxious to ascertain this fact, 


and who was responsible for these contracts; for 
he believed tha! outrageous abuses had been com- 
mitted in supplying this fuel. He had offered a 


resolution, six orseven weeks ago, calling upon 
the Secretary of the Navy for information in 
regard to there contracts and purchases. 


thought the Secretary would be more appropriately 
employed in giving the House important informa- 
tion thus called for, instead of reading us lectures 
on our legislative action. He must say that the 
letter just read by the gentleman from Virginia, 
{Mr. Wise.} is which the Secretary charac erizes 
our action as absurd, was impertinent—to say the 
least of if. 

Mr. WiSE said that the gentleman was entirely 
mistaken in his construction of the Secretary’s re- 
marks. He would read what he had said, and let 
the House decide whether the gentleman had done 
tbe Secretary justice. 

Mr. GWIWN said that the committee must per- 
ceive, from the extract of the letter read by the gen» 
tleman from Virginia, that be had done the Secre- 
tary no injustice. {He says it is absurd to suppose 
that a captain in the navy can perform the service 
now required of Mr. Goldsborough by virtue of 
his office. This House passed a proviso to this 
bill, requiring this service to be performed by a 
captain of the navy; and hence our action is char- 
acterized by the Secretary as absurd. He was not 
dispesed to silently receive lectures from any de- 
partment of the Government for our action, for 
which we are responsible to the country. He be- 
lieved this proviso was proper and legitimate, and 
he hoped the House would adhere to it. These 
duties, he believed, were now performed by sub- 
ordinate officers of the navy—samples only of the 
article te be bought being submitted to the head of 
the bureau, who had no knowledge, except through 
these officers, whether the article proposed to be 
sold corresponded with the sample. 

He hoped that, before this House adjourned, 
an answer would be received to his resolution, sent 
to the Secretary six weeks ago. He believed that 
there has been a most wasteful expenditure of the 


. public money in purchasing fuel for these steam- 


ships, and he hoped the Secretary would not with- 
bold the information asked for. 

Mr. WISE. Where were these purchases made? 

Mr. GWIN. At Pensacola; where, he under- 
stood, fifteen dollars a ton had been paid for a 
large amount of coal not worth five dollars per 
ion. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Kine} 
bad stated to this House that this coal was useless 
as to the purpose for which it was purchased. He 


That 
resolution remains unanswered to this day. He | 
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was in favor of putting the most rigid restrictions 
upon the expenditures of this department, which 
had swelled to such an enormous amount. 

Mr. MALLORY said he would appeal to the 
House to maintain its own rights against the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, or anybody else that would say 
that its action had been absurd. He moved the 
proviso which the Senate’s amendment proposed to 
strike out; and,if time was allowed bim, he could 
demonstrate that the notions of the Secretary, and 
not his, were absurd. What did the Secretary of 
the Navy know about Mr. Goldsborough? He 
recollected what oceurred in the committee, and 
the proposition of the department to make an ex- 
travagant appropriation for this bureau, and the 
committee’s cutting it down to $17,000. There 
was no place in the bill, as reported by the com- 
mittee, for Mr. Goldsborough; and he never dream- 
ed, when he voted for it, that this gentleman would 
have been placed at the head of one of the bureaux. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania_{Mr. McKen- 
wan] bad talked about the mercantile knowledge 
of Mr. Goldsborough, and his knowledge of the va- 
rious and complicated accounts of the Navy De- 
partment. Now, this gentleman came to the com- 
mittee with a bundle of papers to show that the 
Navy Department had no accounts at all. Why 
ail this confusion in the accounts of the depart- 
ment, abont which they had heard so much, grew 
up during the administration of this Mr. Goldsbor- 
ough. What did they now see? Why, the offi- 
cers of the navy, at the different stations, pur- 
chasing provisions and clothing, and receiving 
their orders from this man, lolling, at his ease in 
one of the highest departments of the Government 
here at Washington. All the orders to officers of 
the navy should emanate from one of supericr 
grade; and the adherence to this principle was one 
of the best modes of keeping up discipline. He 
had no idea, as one of the Naval Committee, that 
this gentleman would ever have been placed at the 
head of a bureau. He thought a captain should 
be placed at the head of it; and, if that could not be 
done, a purser would do as well. 


Mr. HOLMES regretted that, upon a question 
whieh concerned one of the most important branch- 
es of our national defence, appeals similar to that 
of his friend from Mississippi and bis friend from 
Virginia, (Messrs. Gwin and Mattory,] should 
be made to their passions, when they sheuld take 
counsel of their reason. He called upon the 
House not to be influenced by appeals such as 
these. The Secretary of the Navy was a logician, 
and had, in his letter, merely intended what was 
called a reductie ad absurdum, without putting it in 
logical form; but, at the same time, intending no 
offence to the House. 

Mr. McKENNAN expressed the opinion that 
tbe debate was continued long enough; and he 
rose to make a motion that the committee rise, in 
order that he might submit a resolution fixing a 
time on which the debate should terminate. Mr. 
McK., however, withdrew his motion at the re- 
quest of 

Mr. KING of Georgia, at whose instance the 
third section of the original bill was read, in order 
to bear out the statement he had made. 

Mr. FILLMORE did not object to the motion for 
the committee to rise; but he wished some part of 
the discussion to be allotted to the subject of the 
dry-docks at Brooklyn and Pensacola, rather than 
that the whole time should be taken up in discuss 
ing there two appointments; for, after all, these 
abuses could not be remedied by legislation, but 
must be left to the discretion of the departments. 

Mr. McKENNAN renewed his motion that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL endeavored to obtain 
the floor; but the Chair decided that the motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania was first in or- 
der. 

The question was then taken on McKewnnan’s 
motion, and it was negatived—ayes 54, noes 74. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL then offered an amend- 
mentito the amendment, as follows: ‘Provided, 
That no part of this appropriation shall be applied 
to the support of a squadron to be kept on the coast 
of Africa.” Mr. I said that this amendment was 
offered for the purpose—which he trusted would not 





be denied by the House—of enabling a ble 
and considerable minority in that House io ey 
their views on the subject of that part of the la 
treaty to which it referred. le 
Mr. FILLMORE raised the point of orde, that 
the amendment had no relevance to the Proviso 
proposed to amend. : 
The CHAIR decided the amendment to be o 
of order. * 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said that he bad po, 
been in the habit of trespassing on the time of the 
House, and he therefore hoped that some Oppor. 
tunity would be allowed him of explaini bis 
views in relation to the important bill that Was 
passed yesterday. A large minority had been 
compelled to vote on that—certainly one of the mos, 
important questions of the session, without the o 
portunity to say one word except the solitary No 
It was not his intention to take up the time of the 
House by entering at length into the subject; by: 
be wished merely, in vindication of himself, ang 
those who thought with him, to explain the reasons 
why he could not approve of the late treaty. 


Mr. WISE raised the point of order, that the re. 
marks of the gentleman were not relevant to the 
subject before the committee. 

The CHAIR decided that the remarks of the 
gentleman were not in order. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if he was to up. 
derstand the Chair that, on a naval appropriation 
bill, and in Committee of the Whole, it was not in 
order for him to discuss any portion of the bill, 

The CHAIR said that it would be in order to 
discuss any part of the bill, but not to discuss the 
treaty. There were other amendments, to which 
it would be in order for the gentleman to attach his 
amendmeat. 

Mr. STANLY offered an amendment, providing 
that all provisions and clothing of every kind for 
the navy should hereafter be furnished by contrac: 
to the lowest bidder, after advertisements for sealed 
proposals in the public papers, &c.; but, at the 
suggestion of several gentlemen, withdrew the 
amendment, with the intention of offering it at 
another stage of the bill. 

Mr. WISE stated his point of order against the 
admissibility of the amendment of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty;] and, after a 
few words from Messrs. WISE, STANLY, FES- 
SENDEN, and others, 

Mr. STANLY withdrew his amendment, 

Tellers were then called for, on the question of 
concurring in the amendment of the Senate; and 
Messrs. MaLtory and ATHERTON were appointed; 
and they reported 52 in the affirmative, and 83 in 
the negative. 

The third, fourth, and fifth amendments of the 
Senate were then concurred in. 

The sixth amendment of the Senate struck out 
the proviso of the House, by which it was required 
that the head of the Bureau of Surgery and Medi- 
cine should have secn a certain number of years 
sea service. 

Mr. WISE addressed the committee on this 
amendment, objecting to “legislating men out of 
office; and contending that sea service was not 
the best school to fit a man to discharge the duties 
of the head of this bureau. 

Mr. T. J. YORKE, as the chairman of the Se- 
lect Commitice on the Expenditares of the Navy 
Depaitment, made some observations (as was UD- 
derstood) in behalf of Dr. Barton, the present head 
of the Bureau of Surgery and Medicine, of whose 
worth he had had an opportunity to form an cpit- 
ion whi'e in discharge of his duty as a member of 
the select committee; but he spoke in so low a tone 
of voice, that his observations were not distinctly 
heard. 

Mr. A. H. H. STUART rose and stated thatit 
was due to Dr. Barton that he should explain the 
result of the investigation which he had made into 
the expenditures of Dr. Barton’s bureau. He 
went there, having no acquaintance with him, 
with a previous prejudice against him, which w4s 
not removed by the Doctor’s eccentric manners. 
He now believed that he was a good officer, and 
had introduced a good sysiem. He referred to the 
abuses which existed in the surgical department 
the navy, and instanced the Florida squadrop, com: 
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of five or six small vessels, and six bun- 
men; which, during eight m:nths cost $2,076 
jjquors alone for the sick. For filling an ice- 
pouse wit one hundred tons of ice, $1,000 was 
paid; 9500 for the freight of the ice, and $125 for 
Fecha’ which was put around it, to keep it from 
peltivg. In some cases, $4 a gallon was paid fer 
pill; $12 8 dozen for fowls. For sheep for the 
sick, $1,200 was paid. Not adollar appeared as 
aredited to the hospital fand, although such large 
aspenditures were made for hospital stores. Dr. 
girton’s system removed abuses. Fis liquor cir- 
colar, which had offended the navy officers, was 
ly a premonitory circular posted on the liquor 
telling the officers to use the liquors with 
goderation. Dr. Barton required the surgeons to 

‘vereceipts for all stores carried to sea, and ac- 
count for them in the proper manner. 

He eulogised Dr. Barton at some length, and 
concluded by expressing the hope that he would be 
tained 8s an honor and an ornament to the naval 
grvice, and as aman whose very independence 
of character had made him enemies. 

Mr. FESSENDEN opposed the amendment of 
the Senate, and sent to the Clerk’s table, to be 
read, a portion of Dr. Barton’s report, for the pur- 

ce of proving that his style was unintelligible, 
and without meaning. He said he had no feeling 
sgainst Dr. Barton, ner any care about him—not 
even being acquainted with him by sight. 

After some further remarks from Mr. Fessen- 


DEN— 

Mr. MORGAN addressed the committee in sup- 

rt of the amendment of the Senate, andin de- 
fence of Dr. Barton, whom he characterized as 
one of the most faithful and intelligent officers in 
the service of the Government. The Doctor, he 
ssid, had introduced a system and order in his bu- 
real, which would in future prevent the frauds and 
abuses in the medical department which had been 
soloudly complained of; and he highly commend- 
ed the gentleman for the facilities he had afforded 
o the committee in ferreting out and exposing those 
abuses. He held in his hand a bill of the particu- 
lars of the medicines furnished to the little Florida 
squadron under the command of Lieut. J. T. Mc- 
Laughlin, which consumed, in eight months, one 
balf of the large appropriation for the medical ser- 
vice of the navy for the year—say nearly $16,000. 
Among these, were to be found six bottles of cham- 
pagne, $5; (Champagne for the sick!) port wine, 28 
galls. and 4 bottles, $338; 15 galls. and 160 bottles 
of madeira, $256; claret, 7 boxes 7 galls., $575; 
12 galls. of gin and 14 jugs, $55; whiskey, $32; 
Newark cider, $66; brown stout, $248; porier, 
$530; ale, $228; bitters, $1 50—making, in all, 
over $2,000 for liquor salone, for only eight months. 
Such were the facilities afforded by Dr. Barton to 
the committee, that they were able to expose all 
those abuses. For these reasons, he should vote 
for the continuance of this officer; and he thought 
the country indebted to him for the reform he had 
introduced in his department. 


Mr. MALLORY made some remarks in oppo- 
sition to the amendment, and in censure of Dr. 
Barton; and read one of his circulars to show the 
confused and unintelligible manner in which he 
Wrote, 

Mr. WISE replied, and produced a letter from 
Commodore Decatur, in which Dr. Barton’s quali- 
fications were spoken of in the highest terms. 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL made a few re- 
marks testifying to the high qualities of Dr. B. as 
@ medical man, and the value of his services. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee 
nse, for the purpose of offering a resolution fixing 
on a time for taking the bill out of committee; 
which motion was agreed to, and the committee 
tose and reported progress. 

Mr. FILLMORE offered a joint resolution, sus- 
pending the 16th joint rule, which prohibits the 
sending bills from one House to the other on the 
last three days of the session. 

Mr. WELLER objected; and asked for the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that it was indispensable 
that the rule should be suspended, in order to pass 
several bills. 


Mr. WELLER said, that whenever the patticu- 























York would specify the bills he wished to suspend 
the rules for. 
prevent hasty and imperfect legislation; and if 
they suspended the rule indefinitely, it would pro- 
duce the veryevil the 16th joint rule was intended 
te prevent. 


precedents on this subject, be found that a majority 
only was necessary to suspend this joint rule. 


was in order, without a suspension of the rules of 
the House. 


gentleman objected. 
resolution was first offered. 


from New York to say for the transmission of what 
bills he wished the rule suspended. 
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lar case occurred, in which it became necessary to | 
suspend the rule, it could be done for that case. 


Mr. FILLMORE said that the rule requiring a 


vote of two-thirds did not apply to the 16h joint 
rule. 


The CHAIR said that was true; but the resolu- 


tion itself, to suspend the rule, could not be receiv- 
ed without a suspension of the rules. 


Mr. FILLMORE then moved a suspension of 


the rules. 


Mr. PICKENS hoped the gentleman from New 


The object of the joint rule was to 


e SPEAKER said tha‘, by a reference to the 
Mr. WELLER inquired if the resolution itself 


The SPEAKER replied that it was not, if any 
Mr. WELLER said that he objected when the 
Mr. C. BROWN called upon the gentleman 


Mr. FILLMORE said it was impossible to say 


what bills the House might pass during the day. 


The SPEAKER then explained to the gentleman 


from New York, that, as the reception of the reso- 
lution was objected to, it would require a majority 
of two-thirds to get it before the House. 


Mr. FILLMORE moved a suspension, neverthe- 


less, for this day only. 


Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays, 


and they were ordered; and, being taken, resulted— 
yeas 89, nays 70. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
Mr. FILLMORE moved a resolution to termi- 


nate debate on this bill in Committee of the Whole 
at fifteen minutes past 3 o’clock. 


[Cries of “Oh, say 3 o’clock.” It was now ten 


minutes to 3 o'clock. } 


The resolution, as originally proposed, was 


agreed to; and the House again resolved itself in'o 
Committee of the Whole, (Mr. R. MecCcettay in 
the chair.) 


Mr. GORDON resumed the debate in Committee 


of the Whole, by observing that, some days ago, he 


made a short speech on this bill, and in advocacy 
of general reforms in the navy; and he took occa- 
sion to charge abuses in relation to the stores 
of sbips; but, on that occasion, the gentleman 
from Virginia denied that there were any such 
abuses. 

Mr. WISE denied that be had done so. 

Mr. GORDON congratulated the gentleman on 
a change of sentiment on that subject. 

Mr. WISE denied that he had changed his 
ground. 

Mr. GORDON continued, and commented on 
the convenient manner in which some gentlemen 
one day denied that any abuses existed; and on 
another day, when it was necessary to sustain 
a particular officer in the navy, took different 
ground. 

There was one position assumed by the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Wise] which he could 
not approve of. Itwas that where he contended 
that sea-service was not a good school for a sur- 
geon in the navy. It was,in his opinion, a school— 
a practical school—where a knowledge of diseases 
and of climates could best be acquired. Diseases, 
as all knew, differed as climates differed; and 
there should, in his opinion, bea man at the head 
of the Medical Bureau acquainted with endemical 
diseases. No man who filled the station of head 
of the Bureau of Surgery could possibly be any the 
worse off for having been at sea. He was glad to 
see that the gentleman from Virginia was disposed 
to abandon the ground assumed on a former ccca- 
sion, and now came forward, for the purpose of 
saving an officer, to testify to the existence of 
abuses in the department. 

Mr. WISE remarked that he would say to the 
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gentieman from New York, that he was mistaken 
if he supposed he had changed his ground. D.d 
he understand the gentlengmm to say that he had 
cannot his ground in order to save a particular 
map 

Mr. GORDON said he did not make such @ 
charge against the gentleman. What he had in- 
tended to express was, that the gentleman, although 
he had heretofore always defended the schemes of 
the Secretary of the Navy, yet, on the presen! oc- 
casion, when the merits of Dr. Barton were under 
discussion, he departed from bis usual position, 
and admitted that there were abuses in the Navy 
Department. 

Mr. WISE said he bad, on a former occasion, 
when the gentleman charged that the officers of the 
navy had provided for their dinners out of the 
public stores, declared that the charge was without 
proof, and defied the gentleman to the proof. If 
the gentleman had then said that there were abuses 
in the application of the hospital fund, he should 
have expressed his concurrence in the sentiment 

Mr. GORDON said he did charge that the offi- 
cers gave dinners and entertainment to foreign 
princes and grandees out of the public stores, He 
now repeated that charge. He wished to know 
what became of all the wine which was put on 
board of our ships, unless it was used by the offi- 
cers at their entertainments? Would the gentle- 
man undertake to say that wine out of the public 
stores was not used at these entertainments? 

He should be willing to go against the proviso, 
and to save Barton, if he were satisfied that Dr. 
Barton were a man of sound common sense. He 
had evidence that Dr. B. had introduced many 
useful reforms, and was, in some respects, a good 
officer. He did not always judge by a man’s style; 
but Dr. B. was ceriainly very queer. There was 
more of fancy and moonshine than of common 
sense in his communications. He had no doubt 
that the Doctor would make a very good poet; and 
should he turn his attention to literature, instead 
of hard practical service, would acquire some fame. 
After a few more remarks, he concluded. 

Mr. FILLMORE made a few remarks on the 
subject of docks, and explained the objects of the 
amendment proposed in relation to the contem- 
plated dry docks at Brooklyn and at Pensacola. 
He expressed the opinion that we had not yet ex- 
perience enough to justify the erection of a floating 
dry-dock on any plan. 

The time being out, the committee proceeded 
to vote. 

The question was first taken on concurring with 
the Senate in their rejection of the proviso exclu- 
ding any person from the post of head of the Bu- 
reau of Medicine who had not seen five years sea- 
service; (“Barton or no Barton,’’) and resulied— 
yeas 90, nays 35. 

So the committee agreed to retain Dr. Barton in 
office. 


DRY-DOCKS. 


The question next recurred on the amendments 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs to the amend< 
ments of the Senate in relation to dry-docks. 

The Senate proposed to insert a clause declaring 
that— 


The Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed not to apply 
or expend any part ofthe appropriation of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, mentioned in the ninth clause of an act of Congress 
approved on the fourth day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, entitled “An act making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two,” nor the unexpended balances of former appro- 
priations meationed in said act, for the construc’ ion of a floating 
dock at Breoklyn, or inthe harbor of New York; and this shall 
not be understood as reviving or conferring any authority to pro- 
ceed with the construction of a dry-dock in eaid harbor, the 
making of which was provisionally suspended by the said ninth 
clause of said act; but the said eum of one hundred thousand dol- 
lats, appropriated as above mentioned, shail be applied to the 
construction of a floating dock at Pensacola, of capacity for the 
repaiv of frigates of the smaller class, aad upon such plan asthe 
Secretary of the Navy shall approve. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs recommended 
a non-concurrence in this amendment; and that all 
of the same after the word “directed” be stricken 
ect, and the following inserted in lieu thereof: 

Vo apply the appropriation mentioned in the ninth clause of 
an act of Congress, approved on the fourth day of August, one 
thousind eight hundred and forty-two, entitied “An act making 
appro) 'riations for the naval service for the year ove thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two,” and the unexpended balances of 
former appropriations mentioned in sajdact, to the construcuion 
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ot « fl aung dock at Breoklyn, New York, upon the plan pre- 
ferre: by the commirsioners appeinted for that purpose; and 
that the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be, and is hereby, 
appropriated for the construction of a floating-dock at Pensa- 
cola, of capacity for the repair of frigates of the smailer class, 
upon such plan as the Secretary of the Navy shall approve. 


Messrs. J. L. WHITE and McKEON offered 
amendments to the Senate’s amendment; which 
were severally rejected, and copies of which conld 
not be obtained. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT offered an amendment, the 
effect of which was to insert $100,000 for a float- 
ing-dock at Pensacola, and to leave the appro- 
priations for the dry-dock at Brooklyn on the same 
footing upon which they were placed by the act of 
last session. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Roosgvett’s 
amendment, and jt was rejected. 

The question was ther taken on concurring in the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and decided in the negative. 

The question then recurred on concarring in the 
amendment of the Senate,and it was decided in the 
affirmalive—ayes 75, noes 68. 

The question coming up on the amendment of 
the Senate, appropriating $5,000 for defraying the 
expenses of an agent authorized by the joint reso- 
lution of January, 1843— 

Mr. STANLY offered an amendment to it, pro- 
viding that the provisions, clothing, &c., of thenavy 
shall be furnished upon cuntract, to the highest bid- 
der, after advertisement for sealed proposals in the 
public papers. 

Mr. PARMENTER offered a verbal amend- 
ment, which was accepted as a modification by 
Mr. Stamiy. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill to 
the House. 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. 
FILLMORE, TILLINGHAST, WISE, FERRIS, 
and others, respecting the Brooklyn dry and float- 
ing-dock question; which was ultimately termina- 
ted by the previous question. 

The report of the Committee of the Whole on 
the first amendment was concurred in. 

On the second amendment, in relation to the Bu- 
reau of Provisions and Clothing, the question was 
put in the affirmative form, ona concurrence with 
the amendment of the Senate; and the vote—taken 
by Messrs. Menitt and T. J, Camrsey, as tell- 
ers—was 72 in the affirmative, and 66 in the nega- 
ative. The effect of this vote is to leave this bu- 
reau as at present organized. 

The third, fourth, and fifth amendments were 
concurred in. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
report of the Committee of the Whole, recom- 
mending a concurrence in the amendment of the 
Senate on the subject of the instructions in relation 
to dry-docks. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the result 
was—yeas 85, nays 89. 

So the House refused to concur. 

The next amendment of the Senate (verba') was 
concurred in, 

The amendment of the Senate providing for an 
agent on the subject cf water rotted hemp, was also 
concurred in. 

The bill was then returned to the Senate, and 
will there await the determination of that body to 
adhere or recede. 

NAVY PENSIONS. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House took 
up the bill waking appropriations for navy pen- 
sions, and concarred in the amendment of the Sen- 
ate thereto. 

The report of the Conference Committee on the 
disagreement in relation to the bill for the relief of 
James S. Calhoun, was taken up, and agreed to. 

At 5 o’clock, Mr. WELLER moved an adjourn- 
ment: carried. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuorspay, March 2, 1843, 

The reading of the journal having been dis- 
pensed with, tbe following engrossed bills were 
reac the third time, and passed, viz: 

Hovse bill for the relief of Garret Vieit; and 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of the 
heirs, or the assignees of the heirs, of Isaac Todd 
and James McGill.” 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Toe PRESIOEN & pre tem. tard bef re ihe Sen- 
ale a communicaticn trem the Navy Depaitment, 
giving in‘ormation that letiers had been received 
from the American minister at the court of St. 
Petersburg, and from the American ecnsul at 
Odessa, transmitting documents in the Russian 
language on the sutject of the cultivation and 
preparation of hemp; which, on motion of Mr. 
YOUNG, was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, laid beiore the Senate a communication 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 


fice and the Register of the Treasury, transmitting, | 


in compliance with resolutions of the Senate of the 
18 hb instant, a statement of the total amount of the 
two per cent. fund arising from the net proceeds of 
the sales ef the public lands in the State of Ohio; 
and a statement of the entire cost of the Cumber- 
land road, &c; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented joint resolutions of 
the Legislature of New York, on the subject of the 
imprisonment of Mr. Kendall, under the judgment 
obtained by Messrs. Stockton & Stokes against 
him. Mr. W. said that, inasmuch as a bill bad 
already passed on the subject of these resolutions, 
he would merely move that they be laid on the 
table: agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, leave was grant- 
ed to Elisha Ketchum to withdraw his petition and 
papers from the files. 

On motion by Mr. YOUNG, the same privilege 
was granted to John Dowling. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, the same privilege 
was granted to the heirs and legal representatives 
of Julian Bugue, and the sureties of Thomas 
Hempstead. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reperted back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the joint 
resolution {rom the House, to provide for the pay- 
ment of awards under a treaty with the Cherokee 
Indians. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and with arec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bill from the 
House for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, at a subsequent part 
of the day, the previous orders were postponed, and 
the above bill was taken up as in committee of the 
whole, considered, reported to the Senate, and 
finally passed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, the bil] for the 
relief of George Naddle. 


Mr. CHOATE, from the Cemmittee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel H. 
Thompson; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

Several adverse reports of the standing commit- 
tees, on private claims, were taken up and concur- 
red in by the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the previ- 
ous orders of the day were postponed, and the 
House bill entitled “An act to provide for the bet- 
ter securi‘y of the lives of passengers on board of 
vessels propelled, in whole or in part, by steam,” 
approved July 7, 1838, wes taken up, as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. H. made some remarks on this bill, show- 
ing the great importance of it to give better secu- 
rity tothe lives of persons travelling on steamboats. 
It modified the law of 1838, so as to dispense with 
the use of chains in the management of the tiller. 

Tbe amendments proposed by the Committee on 
Commerce having been agreed to, the bill was 
reported to the Senate, and Anally passed. 

On motion by Mr. KING, and by general con- 
sent, the vote on the adoption of the amendments 
of the Committee on Commerce on the above bill, 
was reconsidered. The amendment of the com- 
mittee, striking out the 8th section of the bill 
(which section makes provision for testing steam- 
boat boilers) was then disagreed to, and the bill 
was then passed as amended. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolution; 
which was agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to re- 
ceive the report to be made by the Secretary of the Treasury, 


in compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 30th of 
July, 1842, in relation to the public lands, in the recess of the 


Senate; that the same be printed under his inepe S00 ag 
’ 

ber, be prin. 

ed as Other push, 


one thousand copies, in addition to the usual num 
ed for the use ofthe Senate, and distribut 
documents, 

The resolution submitted by Mr. 
yesterday, was taken up for consid 
read as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States cay 
be investigated by the judgesof the superior courts of Flee . 
in their respective districts, ali losses of property uiffer ed 
the inhabitants of said Territory, in consequence of , Sent 
nole hostilities since the commencement thereof, in the on. 
1835; and that the testimony and opinions Of eaid judges in year 
case be reported to this body when completed: Provided the 
any expenses attending the investigation be provided for ™ 
paid by, the said Territory of Florida, » aod 


Messrs. GRAHAM and BAYARD made some 
remarks in opposition to the resolution, on the 
ground that the President had no power to impo: 
such a duty on the judger; and that it would be 
a constructive implication that Congress won\4 
hereafter render satisfaction for the losses of pro 
erty there, regardless of the principles which had 
regulated i's past action. 

Mr. WALKER differed with those Senatory a3 
to the construction which they had placed on the 
resolution. The power (he said) had been hereto. 
fore exercised to instruct judges in such cases; ang 
ihe resolution did not, in the least degree, imply 
any obligation on Congress to satisfy claims for 
the losses of property there, without regard to the 
circumstances under which it was destroyed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee oa Pensions 
reported back, without amendment, the bill for the 
relief of Lyman N. Cook; which, on his motion, 
was taken up and considered as in committee 
of the whole, reported to the Senate, and finally 

assed. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolv. 
tion; which was read, and agreed to, asfollows: — 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to ascer. 
tain, and report at the next session of Congress, the value and 
extent of the claims ofthe Western Cherokees upon the United 
States, growing out of their treaty stipulations. 


Oo motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further consid. 
eration of the petition of the legal representatives 
of Patrick Gray and George Mayo. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, the joint resolution from the House 
authorizing the Postmaster General to settle with 
J. & P. Voorhees. 

The bill for tke relief of Boyd Reilly, author. 
izing the Secretaries of War and Navy to allow him 
compensation, not exceeding ten thousand dollars, 
for the use of his vapor-bath in the army and 
navy, was taken up for consideration, as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. GRAHAM could not vote for an appro- 
priation of $10,000 on an alleged invention. He 
gave notice that he would call for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of this bill. 

Mr. MERRICK said the limitation was $10,000; 
but the Secretary of War and Secretary of the 
Navy wight award only one or two thousand dol- 
lars, if the invention was worth no move. 

Mr. YOUNG said the claim had increased 
every time it had come up, and that had been four 
or five times. He moved to amend the bill, by 
striking out $10,000, and inserting $5,000. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment; and 
insisted that no one could tell the value of the in- 
vention till the subject was investigated, as pro- 
posed in the bill. 

Mr. WILLIAMS urged that $5,000 would be 
an ample sum for the limitation. 

Mr. SEVIER asked if it was the same bill 
which had passed the Senate so ofien before. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
read a third time. 

On the question of the passage of the bill, Mr. 
GRAHAM cailed for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ALLEN said he would vote for the bill, be- 
cause the public service bad been enjoying the ad- 
vantages of the invention. : 

Mr. LINN remarked, that ten years ago this bill 


Warren 
eration, and 


fore, 
of the 

Th 
tion | 
joint 

M 
dicia 
Hon 

01 
Up, 
side} 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 377 






















a echt 
ie hg egvscd the Senate, after having undergone the the whoeie, on an ¢mencment of the Comm ‘tre on hold to sign patents, And as to the paterts not br- 
Ory et of a committee of doctors, of which be Public Lands, proposing to trana‘er the duties now ing all signed during the last year, it should be rec- 
rutile said He bore testimony to the invention being performed by the secretary to the President, in sign- 


ollected that other dutics were to be performed; for 


gdmiraoe one, and to its having been found of ing patents, to the Recorder of the Land Office. 


























reatest service to the army and navy. 
the pill was then passed—yeas 20, nays 9. 
Toe bill for the relief of the Stockbridge tribe 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana wished the first two 
propositions of the amendment to be adopied— 
leaving that part in relation to the secretary to the 







Congress bad been nearly two years in session. 
Messrs. WALKER, BERRIEN, BUCHANAN, 


and others, declared their opposition to the amend- 
ment. 


wae jpdians, in the Territery of Wisconsin, was taken President for the ast question. The question was then taken, and the substitate 
xd by snd considered as in committee of the whole, The first amendment was to strike out the pre- was rejected, without a division 
Sem) ap to the Senate, and finally passed. amble of the bill; which was agreed {o. The bill was reported to the Senate, the amend- 
ion Mt. EVANS, from the Commitice on Finance, The next amendment was to strike out the third || ments made in committee were adopted, and the 
Thar yted back, With amendments, the bill making section, and insert the substitute, repealing the act bill was read a third time and passed. 
1 ad riation for the civil and diplomatic service authorizing the appointment of a secretary to the Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1844. President. ; merce, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
ome ‘a. E. gave notice that he would at 2 o’clock Mr. WALKER objected to the joint question of making the city of Lafayette, in Louisiana, a@ port 
the «x ihe Senate to take up the above bill for con- striking out the section and repealing a law. of delivery. 
Fag iaticn; and, on his motion, the amendments Mr. SMITH of Indiana, to disembarrass the Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
sal ere ordered to be printed. subject, would consent to make two questions of reported back, without amendment, the joint reso- 
r, E. said two bills had been returned from the the amendment. lution in relation to certain property purchased for 
to a with amendments. He moved that they This not being in order, the amendment of the the United States in the city of Detroit. 
ad uken up. The motion was agreed to; and aries ~ Public Lands was, by assent, re- Mr, WHITE presented a petition from citizens 
The Senate then took up the bill making ap- jected; and then of the town of Franklin, in Indiana, praying for a 
‘et yopriation for the payment of naval pensions, Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved, simply, tostrike || reduction in the rates of postage; which was re- 
hich had been returned with a disagreeing vote to out the 3d section. ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
re ne amendment of the Senate striking out the sam Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays on Post Roads. 
be ($16,000 for the satisfaction of pensions due this question; which were ordered. On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the Senate bill for 
ie der the navy pension law of 1837, which had Mr. ALLEN opposed the proposition to strike || the relief of certain officers of the late surveying 
| me yen repealed in August, 1841. out the third section, and pointed out the peculiar || and exploring expecition was taken up as in com- 
. Then, on motion by Mr. E., the Senate receded circumstances which called for its adoption. mittee «f the whole, considered, reported to the 
ti from its amendment. Mr. SMITH of Indiana stated the views of the || Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
™ The bill making appropriation for the support of Committee on Public Lands, upon which they had || reading. 
on ye naval service for the half-calendar year end- come to the conclusion that this section should be GEORGIA RESOLUTIONS. 
| the ig in June 30, 1843, and the fiscal year ending in stricken out. Mc. CUPEIGRRT secceeted. cotinin cedeteions 
lion ane 30, 1844, having been retorned from the Mr. ALLEN replied, showing that the difficul- inianll by the Le amen of Georgia on the 19th 
4n. (House with sundry amendments, and with a disa- ties of title to milit land side of th pas y gt , eorg : 
ittee litle to miliary lands on one side ofthe || of December last; but which, in consequence of 
jng vote to the amendment of the Senate on Scioto ri d the i ement of th Kcanants, yl seq 
ally eereets toto river prevented the improvement of the || his jong absence from Congress, (resulting from 
ye subject of the erection of a floating dock at || country, while, on the opposite side, where the ; , hic , 
ae titahe. hie talhée wb’ (or eeasideratiod, ' The 1 deri P om the bad state of his healih,) he had not received 
olu- e ’ P a litles are derived from patents of congressional when they were first transmitted to him; and 
| pendments of the House were concurred in; and, lands, the highest state of cultivation and improve- ; ae 
Mr GRAHAM. the Senate in- , ; ete ba oes which, consequently, it was not in his power to 
On motion by Mr M, ment prevails. This bill, in the form in which it ; 
wcer sed on its amendment on the subject of the foat- P : ’ present till now. It would be seen, by the resolu- 
an i os 2 sud] 9 on from the House, would effect the greatest |] jions themselves, that he was instructed by his 
Sor sin et eamncqennile veterett te the tee 5 Ttahises Se eee Legislature to lay them before the Senate of the 
; ; a ‘ S+ 1] United States. 
litee ie—ihe House adhering to its disagreement to the SMITH and ALLEN; when : . 
. . . : The resolutions were then read; being the sa 
- Senate’s or and asking for a committee Mr. EVANS gave notice, that if the question was sseanaielate soar ene the Demanapennpnene: 
of conference; when, : to Jead to further debate, he should move to lay it demnatory of the political course of the Hon. J. 
On motion by Mr. EVANS, the President pro || on the table. M. Berrien, one of the Senators of the United 
” was ey to ~~ ay cr The question was then taken on striking out the |] Sates from Georgia. 
an oer arena ee ee oF hase a1 and decided in the affirmative—yeas Mr. BERRIEN presented certain counter-reso- 
with 










The resolution submitted by Mr. Evans on yes- 
tday, to suspend the 16h joint rule, for the pur- 


Mr. SMITH. now moved to insert the substitute 
of the Committee on Public Lands. 





lutions, passed by an opposite portion of the Legis- 
lature, and other persons. 


, aa : ot ts He proposed These resolutions were also read; being lauda- 
hor. pose of permitting the bill to recharter the District that the question should be taken without de- Pi wr hee, oe volition! a ing lau 
him banks; and the bill to refund to Massachusetts the bate. ’ Mr. CUTHBERT spoke - snusbhesahie leneth 
= balances due for disbursements during the late war The proposition was to dispense with the office || jy justification of the general principles of the ie. 
an wilh Great Britain; and several private bills, (to be || of secretary to the President of the United Staies || jytions he had presented 
Om stat to the other House,) was taken up for consid- : . 


DrO- 


and 





















eration. 

Mr. ALLEN objected to the suspension of the 
rule, so far as it regarded the bill in to recharter 
ihe banks of the District of Columbia; and he, there- 
fore, called for the yeas and pays on the adoption 





for signing patents, by transferring the duties to 
the office of the Recorder of Land Patents. 

Mr. KING thought the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands ought to be satisfied with 
the amendment already made. He conceived it 





_ Mr. BERRIEN replied at equal length. 

The discussion between the two Senators con- 
tinued for some time, and will be hereafter pub- 
lished. 

The motion to print, although not formally 


would be far more reasonable to abolish the office 
. ‘ ; 5 made on the presentation of the resolutions, wag 
ys of the resolution. of Recorder in the Land Office, than that of seere- || yndersiood to fe the pending question. : 
{ : The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- tary to the President. He suggested that the pres- On inquiry by the CHAIR as to that under- 
, how as en 22, nays 15. So the 16th ent state of things be left to continue till next ses- standing 
olnt rule was suspended. sion, and then let an examination be made so asto || _ ay 
; ‘ ° ; ; Pare Mr. CUTHBERT said that such was his pur- 
ms Mr. BERRIEN, from che Committee on the Ja- || ascertain what office can be best dispensed witb. He || pose; and be requested that it would be anand 
~ ciciary, reported back, without amendment, the || was opposed to this mode of legislating against an || 4s if that motion had accompanied the presentation 
y House bill for the relief of Richard Sneed; which, individual. of the wentioticns 
a On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, was then taken Mr. SMITH said this was not a proposition of On the question of printing 
in. Up, as in committee of the whole; and, being con- || the Committee on Public Lands alone, but had Mr. LINN called for the yeas and nays; which 
= dered, was reported to the Senate, and finally || come from the House, which had recommended the || were ordered. , 
, i 4 : provision in another bill, but it had been stricken The vote was then taken and resulted— e 91 
be t... en submitted the following oe out; and his object was to put it in this bill, to || nays 24, as follows: : — 
ies ich j i 
viz: on the table one day, under the rale, which it was more appropriate He thought the YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baghy, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
bill : mere mechanical duty of signing patents was one || Cuthbert, Fulton, Hendersor, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, 
Rantved, That the President of the Gait States be or of labor better suited to a Jaboring man than toa Sevier, Smith of Donseckicnt Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
communicate to the Senate, at the next session of Con- i cox, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—21, 
fress, euch information as he may be able to procure respecting gentleman at large; for, of 52,060 patents sent for NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, 
nd o oreign markets for provisions and breadstuffs, the products signature last year, 26,000 only were signed; and Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, 
coene ent Sinton, the manner in which — ae are although the duties were not performed, nobody —, ia ao ae Bee gree re ry 
: dby the tariff and commercial regulations of different . z Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, an ood. 
nd tena the prospects and means of azeares —_ pene ad ~— ere iat wt date remove his bridge—24. 
. improvements that may be required in the preparation n SOD On a t ° Selatan 4 
fr (ch Products for foreign consumption. Mr. MERRICK opposed this proposition at the penne eee a eeaeseeaiaaate 
ch The unfinished business of yesterday was re- present time, and entreated his friend [Mr. Smirn} THE : . Qo N. : 
Sumed—being the further consideration of the bill |} to withdraw it. The House bill making provision for carrying 
a 0 relation to the exemplification of the records of Mr. BENTON was entirely opposed to the prop- || out the treaty of Washington, lately made with 
de and patents, and other evidences of title, and osition. He stated the circumstances under which || Great Britain, was then taken up, as in committee 


rill 


imendatory of the act entitled “‘An act to reorgan- 
ze the General Land Office”—as in committee of 


Congress had come to the determination that the 
President should have a member of his own house- 





of the whole. 
Mr. BENTON said this scheme of the African 
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squadron became worse and worse. Every step 
taken in it is a new blunder. Commenced in viola- 
tion of the Constitution, as he believed—in viola- 
tion of the policy of the country—contradicted in 
its essential meaning by Sir Robert Pee!—already 
pregpant with the seeds of war;—hbere, in addition 
to all this, is an indefinite appropriation for its sup- 
port. Specific appropriations are the policy of eur 
Governmen!—one of the great reforms in!roduced 
by Mr. Jefferson. Before Mr. Jefferson's time, 
appropriations were made in mass for difleres.t 
branches of service; and the administration ap- 
plied, more or less, to different branches. 
was a source of abuse, which the change of parties 
in 1800 corrected. Specific appropriations were 
then introduced, and bave been adhered to sivce, 
until now, when a great departure from itis at- 
tempted. The naval appropriation for the year is 
large: eight millions were asked by the Seciciary. 
I do not know exactly how much has been granted. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Maine said six millions, 

Mr. BENTON. Very well. Six millions! and 
out of this, the Secreiary of the Navy is to take 
what he pleases for the African squadron. To this 
I object. 


| 


This | 


contemplates a contingency in which he may see 
it necessary that the Government sha!l send its 
whole naval force to Africa! Very much like war, 
this!’ Anda fine commentary on the peace treaty! 
I's very authors already speaking of a contingency 
which may arise under it, and which may send 
our navy to Africa, to protect our vessels there 
from British visitation. 

Mr. B. said there were other things in the bill to 
which he should not object. So far as it provided 
for carrying into effect all that came within the 
scope of the treaty-making power, he should make 
ro objection, much as he disliked the treaty. But 
this provivion for the squadron he held to be un- 
constitutional, and a gross and fatal departure from 
the wise and old-established policy of the country. 
To this part he objected, and should take all proper 
occasions to manifest his opposition to it. The 
session Was now expiring; much business was 
pressing. He could not make a speech; but he 


‘| could not lose the opportunity of placing himself 


fully and unequivocaily before the country as ut- 


|| terly opposed to this African squadron—a squad- 
| ron which, besides entangling us in a foreign alli- 


I want a specific sum named, according | 


to the safe practice and laudable reform introduced | 


by Mr. Jefferson. We have three services for our 


navy—a home service for a home squadron; an || 
African squadron for suppressing the slave-trade; | 
and the protection of commerce by the navy gener: | 


ally. Here are three different services, and each 


ance, involves a vast expenditure of money, and 
sends the tenth part of our navy to Africa at a time 
when we are denying appropriate defence to the 
West—dismounting our dragoons on the frontiers 
of Missouri and Arkansas, 2nd retrenching 124 
per cent. from the pay of officers whose whole pay 


| is now barely adequate to the support of themselves 


should have its own appropriation—so much for | 


the home squadron, so much for the African, and 


so much for the rest of the navy. The present in- | 


definite appropriation violates this rule, and en- 
ables the Secretary to confound expenditures, and 
to hide the real expense of the African squadron. 
He is to take what he pleases cut of six millions; 
and there is no way to ascertain how much he 
takes. In fact, he may send the whole navy there, 


and make this business of negro hunting onthe |! 


coast of Africa cost us six millions of dollars per 
annum. It is an extravagant supposition that he 
will do so; but it will be bad enongh if he takes 
any large part of i!; and, with a policy which could 
originate such a squadron, there is no knowing 
what extravagance will ensue. 

Mr. B. 
squadron. He considered it unconstitutional. 
believed the treaty-making power had no right to 


dispose of ous navy by a treaty wih a foreign na- | 


tion; that the army and the navy were in the hands | 
of Congress—the two Houses of Congress—and 
could not be taken out of their hands by the treaty- | 


making power. Upon the principles of this treaty, 
the President and Senate, and any foreign nation, 
may take the whole navy out of the hands of Con- 


gress, and bind it for any number of years to any | 


foreign service; and even for objects moral, and not 
political. 


and families. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted an amendment, to come 
in at the end of the 6th section, to the effect that 
the sum to be applied to the support of the squadron 
on the coast of Africa shall not exceed $240,000. 
Mr. A. said that this amount was the same as the 
estimates of the department. 

Mr. ARCHER said the Senator from Missouri 
{Mr. Benton] had acted in perfect good faith with 
the assurances which he gave on yesterday—that 
he wonld consume buta few moments in the dis- 
cussion of this bill. That was the reason which 
induced him to abstain from making any reply to 
the remarks of that Senator, except as to one 
point—that this bill appropriated an amount in 


| gross, subject to be applied in the discretion of the 


was more and more opposed to this || 
He | 


Mr. B. was against the policy of this squadron. || 
It was a violation of the established policy of the | 


Government. No entangling alliances; no quitting 
our own, to sland on foreign ground. 
the words of Washington—such the obvious inter- 
est of the country. For fifty years we bad refused 
these alliances. 


Such were | 


In 1834 President Jackson most | 


formally rejected the very one which is now agreed | 


to. In that year the British minister at Washing- 
ton (Sir Charles Vaughan) pressed this very con- 
vention upon us. 
Forsyth to refuse it, and to declare “‘that the deter- 
mination of the Government was definitively formed, 


President Jackson directed Mr, | 


not to enter into any convention on the subject” In | 


1840 Mr. Van Buren instan'ly rejected the arrange- 


ment made on this subject by a British and an | 


American naval officer. Until 1842, 
administrations, the policy of the country was 
inexorable—to have none of these 
connexions: in that year this policy was departed 
from. The very conv-ntion was made which 
President Jackson, in 1834, had pointedly refused; 
and already we see the evils of sucha departure 
from a wise policy. Besides this indefinite appre- 
priation of money, we have dissension about the 
treaty itself. The British Government constracs 
it one Way: we construe it another; and the Presi- 
dent, in his message to the House of Representa 
tives, evidently construes it both ways; and tbep 





under all | 


foreign | 


— 


Executive. He (Mr. A.) contended that there was 
no violation of the usual practice in this case; 
the appropriation was necessarily subject to be ap- 
plied according to the discretion of the Executive. 
As to striking out the 6h clause of the bill, he 
had no objection to it whatever; for he considered 
the provision contained in that clause to be wholly 
unnecessary. There was no specific provision 
requisite, in order to give to the Executive the 
power of making the application of the sum ne- 
cessary to carry the provisions of the treaty into 
effect. 

Mr. CALHOUN said there was no specific ap- 
propriation, because no additional expense was 
added to the existing expenses of the navy. If no 
treaty had been made, the same difficulty would 
exist with regard to the right of visitation. The 
treaty had not created the difficulty; it had grown 
outof other subjects; and if a war should here- 
after take place, in consequence of the British in- 
sisting upon the right of visitation, so far from the 


| treaty being responsible for producing it, we would 


be, in consequence of the existence of the treaty, 
in an infinitely better position than before; be- 
cause we would then bave not only the law of nations 


| in our favor, but that which was infinitely stronger, 


and which could not fail to command the sympa- 
thes of the world—the express stipulations of a 
treaty. He believed the interpretation put upon it 
by the President was the true interpretation. He 


| would not consnme the time of the Senate upon 


| this matter. 


He did not think there was the 


| slightest necessity for ihe amendment; and he would, 
| therefore, vote against it. 


—————— 


Mr. ALLEN said he thought it right and proper 
that the American people should know something 
about the additional expense which would be en- 
tailed upon this Government by the treaty. Under 
the present bill, the Executive might goon and 
appropriate ten millions of dollars. It was for 
thisteason be was desirous of fixing upon a specific 
sum; for, unless some limit were given to the ex- 





penditure in this way, it could never be acrera: 









how much expense the treaty had 
ihe Government. 
upon the motion. 
Mr. EVANS said if the gentleman woulg ref 
to the report of the Secretary of the Navy * 
woald find that no additional expense was ;, ~ 
incurred; a change of destination for a Part of a 
gross amount was all that would be required, 
Mr. ALLEN said he believed it was noi cust 
mary to pat the whole number of the vessels eon, 
posing the American navy into commission 4 
once, during a time of peace, . 
The allegation of the Senator from Maine Was 
that the same number of ships would be emplo ed 
without the treaty as with it. One of two he 
must, thea, be the case: either that too few ships wa 
heretofore been employed—[Mr. EVANS. Tha, 
is it]—or else that a greater number than was be 
cessary were to have been commissioned Wilbou 
reference to the treaty. 
Mr. CALHOUN said that the object of the Sen. 
ator from Ohio now tarned out to be, to asceriain 
the additional expense which this country would be 
subjected to, in consequence of the treaty, H, 
submitted, in all candor, to that Senator, whether 
there would be any additional expense, as jt was 
requisite, at all events, to have a large force Upon 
the coast of Africa; and whether the whole ex. 
pense of that force was to be attributable to the 
existence of thetreaty. And he would submit io 
the Senator a still stronger question. The Sena. 
tor was aware of the existing state of things in this 
country; and he was also aware that Great Britain 
had acquired the right of visitation and supervision 
partly by our own agency and example. We 
had, ourselves, induced her to take the course she 
had. We were the first to condemn the African 
slave-trade; and yet it was well known that all 
slavers were in the habit of making fraudulent 
use of our flag. He submitted, then, whether, 
upon considerations of honor and duty, we were 
not bound te send vessels to that coast, to prevent 
such abuses; and whether the charge incurred for 
that purpose should be attributed to the treaty, 


Mr. ALLEN observed that, if the Senator’s argn. 
ment was good, there was no occasion for us to 
enter into a treaty at all; ard its only effect 
would be to place ourselves under an obligation to 
do that which we were bound to do before. But 
he had yet to learn that there was a necessity for 
keeping one-tenth of our fleet upon the coast of 
Africa. He would undertake to say that the er- 
penses incurred by reason of the treaty would 
more than quadruple the expense which without 
it, would have been requisite for that branch of 
the public service. He was opposed to that article 
of the treaty upon higher grounds. Great Britain 
possessed the greatest maritime power of any na- 
tion upon earth; she had twenty guns to our one; 
she was, consequently, by this arrangement, dis- 
posing of one-tenth of our naval force, and, to that 
extent, weakening our power. Eighty guns, to us, 
were something; to her, nothing. This was a very 
important consideration, independently of the 
enormous increase of expense. 

Mr. ARCHER eatreated the Senator from South 
Carolina not to persist in raising a general debate 
upon the subject of the treaty; and he appealed— 
and he thought his appeal would not be in vain— 
to the Senator from Ohio, whose motion had given 
rise to this discussion, to forbear protracting the 
debate at this time. A single word would suffice lo 
dismiss the whole subject. The question whether 
it was our policy to have a ceriain number of guts 
upon the Air-can coast, could not now by possibil- 
ity arise—and why? Because we were bound by 
treaty stipulations. Whether expedient or n0, 
we were bound to employ that particular number 
for the next five years, in the suppression of the 
slave-trade. He submitted to the honorable Set 
ator from Ohie, whether he desired to be instra- 
mental—no matter whether he deemed the force 00 
great or not—in involving this country in the cel: 
mission of a breach of public faiih? That honor 
able Senator, and the Senator from Missour, 
seemed to regard the sixth clause of this bill 8 
something extraordinary. And he confessed thal 
he himself regarded it as an extraordinary prope 


entaj 
He asked for the onaae 











—— : 
*riained : ° 

* t a portion of the naval force of the 
“ce ain p00 yond its destination from Con- 
Nd na coun Congress might, with equal propriety, indi- 
d we what force should be sent to the Pacific, and 
refer : to the Mediterranean. Who ever heard be- 
7s he jure that this was @ part of the duty of Congress? 
‘ of be Was Congress to engross everything—to dictate 
: the orerything? No: this had not been the practice of 
cane. Government of the United States. It was a 









patter which ought to be left to the Execative— 
yi why? The reason was very obvious: because 
y one partof the year agreater force might be 

gired at a given place, than at another part of 


IS Com. 
Sion at 


eC, Was 

oye tbe same year. . 

) things Mr. CALHOUN said the Senator had admon- 
ips haq fmm ished bia — ! 

That ,ARCHER. Not admonish, but request.] 
88 ne MA —pot togointothe debate. There was no necessity 
Pilbou: MM for the admonijion; for he did not intend even to 

ig driven into a general discussion. He had one 
1¢ Sen. MN word, however, to say to the Senator from Ohio, in 
Ceriain ME jostice to himself, and to those who thought with 
Ould be NN him upon this subject; and it was, that when the 
He Ml Senator proposed to show what expense should be 
hether Ma incurred, he ought to be prepared to show what 
it was MME force was necessary. It appeared that the Sena- 
Upon jor was not prepared; and, therefore, there would be 
le ex. MM afallacy, to some extent—and, in his opinion, toa 
(0 the textent—if the particular amount specified by 
mit to MMM the Senator should be fixed upon. 
Sena. Mr. RIVES said the amendment ought not to pre- 
in this Hm vail, because it is utterly inconsistent with the pro- 
sritain MMM vision that eighty guns should be kept afloat on 
vision ME the coast of Africa. A proviso to the sixth section 


We MMB of the bill, that the expense of the African squad- 


se she ron shall not exceed $240,000, would amount to 
frican a prohibition of carrying out the express stipula- 
at all MMM tion ef the treaty in that particular. One of the 
lulent HH important objections made by the Senator ‘rom 
ether, Mm Missouri, was that, by force of treaty, this Govern- 
were Mm ment undertakes to settle how the public armed 
event Mam force shall be employed—a power which the Sena- 
d for tor denies to belong to the treaty-making power. 
: But the sixth section of this bill shows that this 
argu. fam power is effectually checked by the legislative ac- 
“Us to lion necessary to its approval. Mr. R. enlarged 
effect upon this view, and proceeded at considerable 
on to length to review the circumstances under which 


Bot Mae ttiscompact with the British Government became 


ty for tbe best and only policy which the Government of 
ist of tbe United States could adopt. He expressed his 
e ex. firm conviction that the British cruisers, let what 
rould will be said in or oui of Parliament, will not, pend- 
thout ing this treaty, attempt to interfere with American 
ch of Mag Vessels; and that there wil! be no exercise of the 
rticle right of visitation on the coast of Africa, heretofore 
itain asserted by Great Britain, He, for one, denied— 
y Dae what he was sorry to find the President of the Uni- 
one; ed States had been betrayed into the admission of, 
 dise in his message—that Great Britain could have any 
that right of visitation; for he maintained that an entry 
> Us, on board an American vessel, even under the cir- 
very cumstances here supposed—whether under the 
the name of visit or search—would be, in the eye of 

the law of nations, a trespass, involving a legal 

outh responsibility for the act in every case; that the 
bate measure of that responsibility might be miigated 
en and extenuated, according to circumstances; but 
in— hatin no case could a right—far less a “perfect” 
iven right—be recognised, on the part of a foreign 
the cruiser, to enter on board an American vessel on 
re 0 he high seas, in time of peace, to ascertain her 
ther nationality or character by an examination of her 
runs papers, &c., or for any other purpose; that the deck 
ibil- of an American vessel should be held as inviolable 
by asthe precincts of the national territory; that a 
pot, lish cruiser, suspecting a vessel sailing under 
ber the flag of the United States to be a pirate or 
the Slave-trader of some power which had conce- 
Jen. ded the right of search, might, upon her re- 
tra: sponsibility, enter on board such vessel, but she 
100 Would do so at her peril; and, if the ves- 
om: sel turned out to be a bona fide American ves- 
10r- sel,an act will have been committed, drawing af- 
ari, ler it all the legal comsequences of a trespass, 
as for which indemnity and redress, correspond- 
bat ing to the circumstances of the case, would be 
pe due. The position which he sought to estab- 


d which he thought it of the highest import- 
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ance to maintain, both in regard tothe consistency 
and integrity of the maritime code, and for the 
practical security of national independence—is, that 
there is no right, on the part of a British cruiser, 
in any case, to enter the deck of an American 
vessel on the high seas in time of peace; and that 
whatever circumstances of suspicion, real or im- 
aginary, “feltor feigned,” may lead to it, as soon as 
the vessel thus entered and detained on the high- 
way of nations is discovered to be a bona fide Amer- 
ican vessel, a legal responsibility for the act as a 
trespass accrues. If this responsibility be admitted, 
(as it would seem to be in the later communications 
of the British Government,) the very admission 
nullifies the alleged right, and reduces it to a solecism 
in language. He hoped and believed effectual 
steps would be taken between this Government and 
Great Britain to guard against any inference of a 
conceded right of visitation to be drawn from the 
incautious admission in the President’s message. 

The sixth section of this bill was particularly 
commended tohim, as recognising the principle that 
legislative concurrence was indispensable to the 
treaty making power, by giving Congress a veo, 
through the exercise of its right of making appro- 
priations, in withholding the means of carrying out 
a treaty improperly made. 


Mr. EVANS said it was his purpose to move a 
recess as soon as this question was disposed of. 
He appealed to Senators on both sides to abstain 
from debate, in consideration of the arrear of 
business on the calendar. 


Mr. RIVES protested against the lecture of the 
Senator from Maine. He had heretofore abstained 
from the expression of his opinions, and did hope 
that, situated as he had been, he would have been 
allowed half an hour for presenting his views. 

Mr. ARCHER renewed his appeal to the Sen- 
ate, and particularly to the Senator from Ohio, to 
let the question be taken on the pending amend- 
ment. 


Mr. ALLEN modified his amendment, by ma- 
king the sum $281,000. 
_ The amendment was negatived without a divis- 
ion, 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate. 

Mr. KING had listened with great pleasure to 
the remarks of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Rives,] particularly with regard to the denunciation 
of the British claim to the right of visitation. He 
wished to know of the chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations whether that portion of the 
President's message relating to the right of visita- 
tion, as regards suspected piracy, is correctly given 
in the printed copies of the message; and if so, 
what was the exact understanding of the princi- 
ple. 

Mr. ARCHER replied that he understood the 
law of nations to relate to piracy proper—not the 
piracy of the slave-trade. 


Mr. L'NN made allusion to a particular in- 
stance of supposed piracy in the slave-trade, in 
which an acknowledged outrage had been commit- 
ted onan American vessel. And with regard to 
the harshness of language indulged in by Ameri- 
can legislators against Great Britain, he asked did 
it not arise out of the fact that Great Britain was 
‘always the aggressor against the rights of the 
United Siates, and therefore the language of resent- 
ment was natural. He asked what reparation bad 
been provided for the outrages on American ves- 
sels. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. WRIGHT asked the Senate to take up the 
bill in relation to the steamboat law. He proposed 
a modification of the Senate’s amendment, which 
would reconcile ali difficulties between the two 
Houses. 

The modification was adopted, and the bill was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. EVANS moved to take a recess till six 
o’clock. 

Mr. MERRICK objected. 

Mr. McDUFFIE asked whether experience had 
not satisfied him that, after dianer, gentlemen 
would be more disposed to make long speeches 
than before it. 

Mr. EVANS replied that he never made long 


speeches ata period of the session calling for ac- 
tion rather than debate. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Evans, and the Senate took a recess till six 
o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION-—6¢ o'clock, p. m. 


The Senate resumed its session. 

The CHAIR ‘informed the Senate that a joint 
resolution had just been presented from the House, 
explanatory of the act for the relief of Thomas 
King. lt was the opinion of the Chair that the 
joint resolution could not be received without a 
suspension, by the House, of the 16:h joint rule, 
which prohibits the sencing from either House to 
the other any bill or resolution criginating withia 
the last three days of the session, 

Mr. KING said it would be necessary to return 
the resolution to the House. 

Mr. SEVIER said it was a bill merely to cor- 
rect an errorin the phraseology of a law, which 
passed this session; and he boped, by unanimous 
consent, the Senate would agree to receive it. 

Mr. KING replied that the Senate could not re- 
ceive it by unanimous consent. The rule was im- 
perative. It made no difference what the charac- 
ter of the bill was. Though the bill was unim- 
portant, the principle involved was thesame. He 
moved that the Secretary of the Senate be di- 
rected to return the joint resolution to the House, 
accompanied by a message, expressing the opinion 
of the Senate that it could not be received unless 
by a suspension, on the part of the House, of the 
joint rule. The order was agreed to. 

The Senate bill, fixing by computation the value, 
at the custom-house, of certain German and other 
foreign coins, having been returned from the 
House with sundry amendments, was taken up for 
consideration; and, after a few remarks by Mr. 
EVANS, those amendments were concurred in. 

The joint resolution reducing the rates of post- 
age, having been returned from the House with 
sundry amendments, was taken up for considera- 
tion; when 

Mr. MERRICK said, during the recess of the 
Senate he took that opportunity to examine the 
amendments of the House; and it was his opinion, 
upon such an examination, that the Senate could 
not, with propriety, concur in them. The bill 
which passed the Senate, fixed the rate to the 
Federal coin, and graduated it according to dis- 
tances throughout the Union; but the amendments of 
the House proposed to strike out these provisions 
of the Senate bill,and to substitute a provision 
regulating the pestage according to weight; a pro- 
vision which he believed wou'd be destructive of 
the revenues of the department. He moved that 
the Senate disagree to the amendments of the 
House. 

The Senate disagreed, and the bill was returned. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which lies one day on the table: 


Resolved, That the report of Licutenant Freemont, of the 
Topographical Engineers, be printed, for the use of the Senate 
and the map and drawings engraved; and that ——— thousanc 
extra copies be printed; and that the work be done under the 
revision and correction of the Topographical Burean, and each 
extra copy be covered with stout colored paper; and that one 
hundred copies be delivered to the Topographical Bureau, for 
distribution. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That there be printed, under the authority of the 
Topographical Bureau, three hundred copies of the large out- 
line map of Mr. Nicolet’s geographical exploration west of the 
Mississippi river; and fifteer, hundred copies of the same map, 
reduced to a convenient and suitable size, with the topograph- 
ical details, to accompany the report, or descriptive memoir, of 
the country which it is intended to illustrate. 


Mr. MERRICK expressed a wish that the Sen- 
ate would proceed to the consideration of execu- 
live business; to which the Senate refused to 

ield. 
y On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceeded 
to consider, as in committee of the whole, the bill 
from the House to authorize the reissue of treasury 
notes, and for other purposes. 

The questior pending being the following amend- 
ment proposed by the Commitiee on Finance, 
viz: 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in lieu of issuing 


the treasury notes in the manner authorized by the first sec- 
tion of this act, the President, (if, in his opinion, it shall be fog 
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the interest of the United States 20 to do,) may cause any of 
aaid notes now outstanding to be redeemed and cancelled as 
they become due, if the Secretary of the Treasury cannot re. 
deem them out of the funds in the treasury, by an issue of 
stock of the United Btates for the amount thus redeemed, in 
the eamme form, forthe same time, and under the samme resiric- 
tions, limitations, aud provisions, as are contained in an act 
approved April fifteen, eighteen hundred and forty4wo, en- 
titted “An act for the extension of the joan of eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, and for an addition of five millions of dollars 
thereto, and for ailowing interest on treasury notes due,” ex- 
cept that no commissions shall be allowed y paid for the nego- 
tiation of such business, 


Mr. EVANS said that the Senate were aware 
that there were now outstanding something like 
eleven and a half millions of treasury notes. Of 
that amount, near $4,000,000, according to his rec 
ollection, were due on presen'mentat the depart- 
maent; and the holders might atany moment pre- 
sent them and demand paymen'; and the residue 
(about $7,000,000) would fall due within the year. 
In faci, he might say that the whole $11 000 000 
were payable this year. There was nothing which 
prevented the preseniation of those notes to the 
department now, but the resolution of last session 
authorizing the payment of interest until they were 
redeemed. It was obvious that, if gentlemen 
would look at the state of the treasury, they would 
see that it was utterly impossible to redeem this 
yearany part of the outstanding treasury notes, and, 
al the same time, to carry on the operations of the 
treasury. Near $3,500,000 of thove notes were 
not on interest after they become due, but the 
rest were. Congress did not provide that interest 
should continue until the redemption of those 
three and a half millions. The object to be effect- 
ed by the amendment was to place those treasury 
notes now falling due on the same foundation as 
the previous issues—that was, that as long as they 
were outstanding, they should be entitled to interest. 
The very moment those notes cease to bear inter- 
est, he could assure gentlemen they would be re- 
tarned upon the treasury. The object, therefore, 
was to continue those three anda half millions on 
the same fooling that the previous issues were. 
The Committee on Finance had #greed on the pro- 
priety of the amendment pendirg; so that, if the 
Secretary could not redeem the notes as they fall 
due, out of the means at his command, during the 
present year, he could exercise the discretion 
whether he would take them up, or fund them 
under the limitations of the act of 1842—which 
limitations were all calculated to gnard the treas- 
ury. The commitiee had examined this matter with 
as much deliberation as they could; and they be- 
lieved that it was expedient and proper, instead of 
issuing new treasury notes, to leave the discretion to 
the Secretary either to fund those outstanding, or 
not, as he might think best under the circum- 
stances. If gentlemen would look at the matier, 
they could not expect that the treasury would be 
able to redeem $11,000,000 of notes outstanding, 
and carry on its operations, out of the means for 
the year. The true question was, in fact, whether 
they could get along even without the redemption 
of any cf the notes. It was as much as they could 
do to meet the ordinary expenditures of the Govern- 
ment from the acciuing revenue. Mr. E. then 
went on to show what would be the receipts for 
the year. The passage of this bil! would not in- 
crease the public debt. 

There was no moce of increasing i', unless Con- 
gress authorized it. The Senator on the other 
side, (Mr. McDorrie,] the other day, without look- 
ing at this matter, told the Senate that the public 
debt was $30,000,000, and was rapidly going up 
to $40,000,000; and that, before the end of the 
year, it would be $40,000,000. He (Mr. E.) de- 
sired to say that it was utterly impossible that 
there could be such an increase, unless the Senate 
and this Congress authorized ii. Therefore, he 
could say that there was an cutstanding debt of 
$25,000,000 only; of which $11,000,600 were treas- 
ury notes, and the rest the joans which had been 
authorized at the last and preceding sessions of 
Congress. Mr. E. went on still further in @n ar- 
gument, to show that it was utterly out of ihe power 
of the Government, either in the year 1843 or 
1844, to redeem those $11,000,000 of treasury 
notes, and also the $5,000,000 loan, which would 
fall due before 1845. The committee, therefore, 


proposed now (o restore the 34 millions of treasury 
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notes tu the former josn, of which it was, in fact, 
a pari—'hal amount of treasury netes bu ving been 
issued in Jieu of the loan. 

Mr. BENTON made some remarks, which were 
not distinetly heard, bat to which 

Mr. EVANS replied, showing what would be 
the condiiion of the treasury at the end of the year. 
He differed, not only with tke conjectural estimates 
of the department, but with the opinion of the 
Ways and Means Committee of the other House. 
He believed that the revenve from customs would 
be $15,000,000; and be wou!'d not be surprised if it 
should go up to $17,000,000, instead of $13 000,000, 
as supposed. He greatly feared that the revenue 
would be too large—not for the wants of the treas- 
ury, but for the good of the country. His opinion 
was founded upon the fact, that there was a super- 
abundance of money in the great commercial em- 
porium (New York) seeking investment. He 
feared that that superabundance woald lead to im- 
proper speculation, and would canse to be brovgt 
into the country more geods than were necessary 
for proper and ordinary consumptioh. 

Mr. BUCHANAN understood that the whole 
effect of the bill would be to enable the Secretary 
of the Treasury to fund so much of the outstand- 
ing treasury notes as the necessities of the treasury 
might require. They must either do that, or cre- 
ate a cause for assembling an extra session, which 
he believed to be one of the greatest curses that 
could befall the country. He preferred the alter- 
native of conferring power to fund the treasury 
notes. 

Mr. KING inquired of the Senator from Maine 
{Mr. Evans] whether, if they funded the notes, 
there weuld be any limitation as to the time— 
whether they would be redeemed at the pleasure of 
the holder, or the option of the Government. 

Mr. EVANS :aid they would be funded on the 
fame conditions, and on the same time, as was pro- 
vided for in the loan law. 


Mr. WOODBURY next took the floor, and made 
an elaborate and very able speech (which will be 
published hereafter) showing the absolute necessi- 
ty of making some provision to enable the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to meet the demands upon the 
treasury for the year. Heshowed that, with all 
the anticipated means, both from lands and cus- 
toms, it would be utierly impossible to redeem any 
of the treasury notes now falling due. The only 
question with him, then, was, whether they should 
go on and authorize a reissue of the notes falling 
due, or leave the discretionary power with the Sec- 
retary to fund so much of the notes as was neces- 
sary to keep the wheels of the treasury in opera- 
tion. He was opposed to the re-issue, for two rea- 
sons: one was, that it was not so economical as 
funding the notes; and the other was, that it gave 
too much countenance to the idea of a Govern- 
ment paper circulation. He could only justify the 
issue of treasury notes as a means of anticipating 
the revenue, to meet the pressing demands on the 
treasury. He much preferred a loan to a resort 
to treasury notes, 

Mr. W. then went on to show that the revenue 
anticipated for the year, according to the Secretary’s 
own showing, would be totally inadequate to sup- 
ply the treasury, and to preventa new accumula: 
tion of debt. He believed that the income had 
been overrated. Mr. W. then went on to show to 
what extent the debt had accumulated under the 
Whig administration of the Government. He ad- 
verted to the resolutions introduced by the Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Clay,]} before he retired from 
the Senate, which set forih the declaration, that it 
was the duty of the Government to provide within 
the year the means for carrying on the Government 
for the year; and maintained that the present ma- 
jority of Congress, instead of complyisg with that 
declaration of duty, had widely departed from it; 
that they had permitted the debt to go on accumu- 
Ja‘ing from year to year, by millions. He saw no 
mode of providing within the year the means to 
carry on the Government during the year, except 
by having a proper reveoue tariff, and by resorting 
to the wise system of legislation (which the present 
party in power should have resorted to) of bripg- 
ing down the expenses of Government to the in- 
come of the Government. 





et 






Mr. CRITTENDEN said the Se 
to be exceedingly indignant with something Seemed 
wasii? The amendment, or the bil? Wha 
Mr. WOODBURY observed that, so far f 
that, he was in favor of the amendment. i 


Mr, EVANS asked what, then, was ; 
doing but scolding him, (Mr. E.) oe 
for introducing an amendment which he is goj y 
vote for? He (Mr. E.) was really ashamed to: 
himself calied upon to explain for the ouch 
fifth time, in vain, the extent of the debt, the a 
mates of the revenue, and the fact that the ag 
ury notes to be met are enly re-issucs of the on 
lieasury notes which the Senator himsel ith 
originated or sanctioned. e 

The Senator says he agrees with him (Mr.k 
on all the essential points of the bill, Why thee 
consume time in debate? The Senator wants 
see and examine a mass of figares, and to mak. 
calculations; but to what purpose?* Now, if jt Was 
to prove there would be only seven millions of 
revenue for the year, be (Mr. E.) would make a 
prediction the reverse of the Senator’-—he Would 
say that the revenue of the year would be $15,009. 
000; he would go further, he would say $17,000,099 
The imports of February are coming up—those of 
March will be more. Ifgentlemen want to make the 
revenue fail, they have only to keep making their 
predictions, and promising that they will repeal the 
tariff bill, and every other measure of this Cop. 
gress, on the first day of next session. If they sue. 
ceed in persuading importers that they will bring 
down duties by the Ist of January next, these im. 
porters will hold off from ordering importations 
and the gentlemen can succeed in breaking down 
the treasury, and thereby verify their predictions, 
Let this tariff stand but two years, and it will be 
proved that the revenue can effectually carry on 
the Government. 


The Government complaint of this moment is 
the embarrassment occasioned by cash duties. 


Money is exceedingly plenty. The banks in 
New York have nine millions of specie in their 
vaults; they cannot lend it out safely at even 5 per 
cent. It is now going into the commerce of the 
country. The danger is, that, for the last quarter 
of this year, the imports will be too large—not for 
the treasury, but for the interests of the couniry. 
He verily believed the whole revenue of the year 
would exceed $15,000,000. He knew there were 
counteracting causes; a redaction on the price of 
the great siaple, cotton, for instance. But he ex- 
pected the price would revive. 


Large importations of specie had been coming 
in during the last year, This cannot continue 
long; goods must come in instead of specie. 

The opinion of the best informed merchants in 
Boston and New York is, that the imports of the 
last quarter of the year will be such as to give 
$15,000,000 of revenue for the year. 


The Senator thought he discovered some want 
of information or concealment in the estimates of 
the revenue. He referred to reports from the 
Treasury Department, wherein a difference in the 
estimates appeared. This arose out of goods being 
stored, which did not pay duties on the arrival, 
but did in sixty days. On this account, the esti- 
mate, in one of those instances, embraced the re- 
ceipts of revenue, including half a million froma 
former quarter; and “accruing revenne” meant 
the revenue of the quarter on the importations of 
the quarter. 

Mr. WOODBURY would make a short expla- 
nation, not intending to make a speech, or to scold 
the Senator from Maine, as he supposed. Aso 
the Senator’s allusion to his administration of the 
treasury: was it not the fact, that all the treasury 
notes outstanding when he left the treasury 
amounted only to $5.500 000? 

Mr. EVANS. Did not the Senator recommend 
and assent to the issue of five and a half millions 
more? 

Mr. WOODBURY replied that he bad assented 
to the issue of five and a half millions of new 
treasury notes, to take up the old ones, 

Mr. EVANS. No, sir; no. Five and a half 
millions of a new issue, to supply the treasury. 

Mr. WOODBURY assured the Senator he was 
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pistaken- Mr. W. then explained the matter at 


oa BUCHANAN begged that the question 
qculd be allowed to be taken. The Senator from 
h Carolina had said, before the recess, that 
gas danger of gentlemen being more elcquent 
dinner than before it. He (Mr. B.) be- 
bis prediction was about to be verified. His 
94 from New Hampshire and his friend from 
ne had enlightened the Senate with disquisi- 
sons on tariff, revenue, treasury notes, and other 
« while no question was pending; for all 
dto vote for the amendment. Now, with the 
savy calendar yet to be disposed of, and the long 
ja of nominations to be considered in executive 
sion, he esked, was it proper to be disposing of 
ibe last few hours of the session in useless di-quisi- 
4 He went for action—action—action ! 

yr. CALHOUN made some remarks, concur- 
ring in the views expressed by the chairman of the 
(yomittee on Finance, that *the revenues would 
ty, in all probability, largely increased before the 
nif the year. He grounded his belief on the 
spount of exports, which, he assumed, would be 
shat one hundred millions, which would be re- 
mmed in the form of gocds dutiable; though it 
ms possible a portion might be returned in the 
form of State stocks, or be smuggled in; in which 
igter cases, the revenues would be lessened to the 
gent of the returns in that form. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill 
ms reported back to the Senate, where the 
ymendment was concurred in. The bill was then 
read a third time, and passed. 


civil. AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIA- 
TION BILL. 


Mr. EVANS moved to take up the House bill 
fo, 804, “making appropriations for the civil and 
iplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1844.” 
The bill was then taken up for consideration as 
in committee of the whole, and the amendments 
necommended by the Committee on Finance were 
read, 

The first amendment was: 


“and the employment of all the persons for which appro- 
priations are hereinbefore made insaid department, are hereby 
wmlized and authorized in the same manner as similar em- 
gyments were legalized in the other Executive departments 
by the act of August 26, 1842,” 


After said amendment, to insert: 


“Todefray the expenses of distributing the remaining num. 
sof the sree and Statistics, according to a resolution of 






























The first branch of the amendment was adopted, 
was also the second. 
The next amendment was to strike out the pro- 
so, page 3, and insert: 
“For expenses of printing 20,000 copies of the Compendium 
{the Sixth Census, heretofore required by law to be printed 
nder the direction of the Secretary of State, a sum not ex- 
peeling $43,579 60: Provided, however, That, before the 
daccount is paid, itshall be the duty of the Secretary of 
tale, or other preper accounting officer, to ascertain, from one 
more disinterested practical printers, what would be con- 
deed a fair and just compensation for composition, press 
ork, and paper; and that so much,and no more, be allowed.” 
Mr. WOODBURY hoped the chairman of the 
bance Committee would explain tbat amend- 
ent. 
Mr, EVANS remarked that the Census proper 
as printed by Blair & Rives. By an act of 1841, 
Secretaty of State was authorized to cause a 
mpendium of the Census to be printed—that is, 
digest; of which 20,000 copies were ordered. 
Secretary of State directed Mr. Allen to print 
isCompendium. He did so. The number of 
clumes ordered has been received and distributed. 
te House agreed to pay Mr. Allen—not the 
mount contracted for, but the amount of ex- 
uses—leaving nothing for profit. The House 
nton the supposition that there was no authority 
law by which the Secretary of State could order 
Printing when the order was made. There was 
iuestion as to the printing of 10,000 copies of the 
compendium by Blair & Rives; the clerk of the 
partment affirming that there was authority, 
nd the Secretary of State denying it. But the 
alter at issue now was this: the Committee on 
hance viewed the award of the House as barely 
cover the expense; and felt satisfied that award 
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was wrong, and that it should have been in favor 
of the usual rafe always allowed for such printing. 
The printing of the Census proper was (as said be- 
fore) done by Blair & Rives, under the authority of 


the former Secretary of State, (Mr. Forsyth;) and | 
the Compendium was printed by Mr. Allen, under | 
the authority of the succeeding Secretary of State, | 
Congress ap- | 


and according to the law of 1841. 
propriated upwards of $131,000 to pay for the 
printing of the Census proper. 

The printing of the Compendium was gcivg on 
at the same time. The House thought there was 


no law authorizing the order for printing the Com- | 


pendium; but they did not go back to see whether 


there had been any more law for ordering the print- | 


ing of the Census proper. For both, there was the 
same authority—that of the Secretary of State. 
Now, he ventured to say that the actual expense 
of printing the Compendium—the sum actually 
out of pocket—was not less than $25,000. Good 





} 


| 
| 
' 
j 
j 


|| public grounds. 


faith requited that the full price of the contract || 


should be paid. Before the law of 1841 was passed, 


Biair & Rives also commenced printing the Com- | 
pendium, en the authority of the clerk of the de- | 


partment, who said the Secretary had authorized 
him to make the order. But this the Secretary 


denied; and, when the law of 1841 was passed, he || 
notified Blair & Rives not to proceed with the 


printing. Notwithstanding this notification, they 


proceeded with, and printed, their 10,000 copies. 

Now, he was not willing to pay them on theground | 
of contract; bu: he would agree, at any moment, to || 
pay them a fair compensation, and take the work | 


off their hands. This they were not willing to ac- 
cept; and, therefore, they were left out. And an- 


other reason he had for letting Blair & Rives lie 


over, was, that, if the gentlemen opposite were to 
be in the plenitude of the power they anticipated 
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direction and control of the Joint Committee on 
the Library, $1,200. 

It was adopted. 

The amencments of the Commitice on Finance 
having been all gone through, 

Mr. EVANS moved (on the recommendation of 
the Library Committee) an amendment appropria- 
ting $5,000 for removing the statue of Washing- 
ton from the rotundo in the Capitol, to the east side 
of the Capitol grounds, with a view of placing it 
on a pedesta!, unucr shelter, and in a proper posi- 
tion. 

Mr. KING adverted to the several propositions 
at first made for placing the statue in the rotundo, 
and a!so his original propesition to place it in the 
He had at first objected to its 
being placed in the rotundo, having foreseen that it 
would not answer. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that Mr. Greenough 
was here; and probably a better time never would 
arrive for making this necessary removal The 
sim was small, and he hoped the amendment 
would be adopted. 

Mr. KING asked where it was to be placed. 

Mr. EVANS replied, just where the Senator 
himse!f had first recommended. 

Mr. ALLEN thongh'a sitting statue never could 
be placed in any light to show better than where 
iit was. He should vote against the removal. 

The amendment was adopted, 

Mr. EVANS next proposed an amendment ap. 
prepriating $25,000 for the improvement of the 
Hudson river, ani advocated i's necessity and pro- 


| priety atsome length. He bad resisted 100 amend- 


ments wih which he had been importuned; but 
this was one so important, that he could not avoid 


| offering it. * 


next year, they could pay Blair & Rives them- ] 


selves, 
Mr. WOODBURY showed that, at the time 


alluded to by the Senator, the work was consider- | 


ably in advance by Blair & Rives, on the authority 
of the clerk of the department, resting upon the 
aysurance of being authorized by the Secretary of 
Stare. 
vestigated the matter thoroughly, and had come to 


the conclusion that both Blair & Rives and Allen | 
The bil] shou!d | 


should be paid their full expenses. 
either be suffered to stand as it is, or, if one of the 
printers is advanced in price, so ought the other. 

Mr. BERRIEN asked the Senator from New 
Hampshire if he denied the authority of the Sec- 
retary of State as to making the contract; that the 
contract was entered into; and if it was, that it was 
fulfilled? 

Mr. WOODBURY said he would read a part of 
the report of the commitiee in the other House. 

Mr. EVANS made a question of order, on 
reading a document of the other House as authority 
in the Senate. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he meant to read it as 
part of his speech. 


The CHAIR thought it was in order toread such | 


matter as part ofa speech. 

Mr. EVANS withdrew his question of order. 

Mr. WOODBURY read the extract from the 
report of the Committee in the House. He then 
demanded the same justice for Messrs. Blair & 
Rives, which was intended for Mr. Allen. 

Mr. HENDERSON made an inquiry, which 
Mr. EVANS answered. 

Mr. HENDERSON then stated his impression 
of the state of the case. 


Mr. EVANS and Mr. HENDERSON diseuss- | 
ed the question at issue between them for some | 
It was in relation to the reduction of 20 | 


time. 
per “cent. on the public printing of Congress; and 
whether it affected this contract or not. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

The next amendment, being merely verbal, was 
adopted; as also the succeeding amendment. 

The next amendment was to correct several! ver- 
bal errors. It was adopted. 

The last amendment was: “To defray the ex- 
penses of taking care of and preserving the botan- 
ical and horticultural specimens brought home by 
the squadron of the exploring expedition, under the 


Now, the commitiee of the House had in- | 





| 
| 





Mr. KING said, if the Senator insisted on this 
amendment, and it should be passed, he would be 
importuned—and with great justice—by Senators 
from al! quarters of the Union, for local appropria- 
tions of similar character. Why shouid this be 
put in, to the exclusion of other claims? He would 
not vote for one cent to be applied to internal im- 
provement until the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee should satisfy him that the Government 
could be carried on, and have a surplus in the 
treasury, without aresort to borrow money. Why 
was not this amendment presented to the Finance 
Committee, so that it could be investigated? 

Mr. EVANS maintained his right as an individ- 
ual Senator to offer an amendment. He said he 
had refused 100 amerdments pressed upon bim 
as chairman of the Finance Committee; and would 
resist them, come up when or how they might. 
This amendment be offered on his own responsi- 
bility, not as chairman of the committee. 

Mr. KING, acting upon the principle which he 
wished to see carried out by others, had refrained 
from asking appropriations for his ewn State, more 
necessary for general navigation than this; and he 
would oppose everything of the kind, till the treas: 
ury was in a condition -to justify such appropria- 
tions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE insisted that, in consequence 
of the act of the General Government on a former 
occasion, certain improvements of the Hudson 
river were commenced; but they had been sus- 
pended, three years ago. The result was, that a 
bar was forming, which would destroy the naviga- 
tion of that river, unless this $25,000 was granted, 
to remove it. The appropriation was justifiable, 
on the ground of reparation of an evil created by 
the General Government. 

Mr: BERRIEN felt himself in the same condi- 
tion as the Senator from Alabama: he had much 
to ask for in favor of his own State, but refrained, 
on account of the condition of the treasury. He 
was therefore obliged to vole against the amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and resulted in the negative—ayes 15, noes 19. 

Mr. EVANS next moved an amendment, ap- 
propriating $1,350—@1,300 of it for the salary 
fixed by law for the reporter of the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and $50 arrear due on last 
year’s salary. 

‘fhe amendment was adopted. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, by direction of the Com. 
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mittee on Commerce, moved an amendment, ap- 
propriating $1,000 for paying an agent for having 
the mail carried across the Isthmus of Panama. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved an amendment, to ap- 
propriate $15 000 for purchasing a new site, and 
commencing a building for a custom-house at Wil- 
mington, Nort Carolina, (in addition to the pro- 
ceeds of present site,) provided the whole cost shall 
not exceed $40,000. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. TALLMADGE moved to increase the com- 
pensation of special Post Office agents from $1,000, 
proposed by the bill, to $1,500; which would be 
$100 less than their former salaries. 

Mr. SEVIER asked bow many special agents 
there were? 

Mr. HUNTINGTON was about to make the 
same inquiry. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said the number was, he 
believed, seven or eight. 

Mr. EVANS remarked that there were ten spe- 
cial agents. He explained their duty. The pres- 
ent Postmaster General, on coming into cflice, 
found there were a certein number of these agents 
at $1,600 a year each; and he made a change, rais- 
ing the number to ten, and reducing the salaries to 
$1,200each. Subsequently, finding he could not 





have suitable persons to do the duty at that rate, he 
raised the salaries to $1,500. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the amendment would 
prevail. This was a valuable class of officers, 


and they should be paid a suitatle salary. It was 
impossible to expect proper persons to take the of- 
fice at $1,000 salary. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD moved an amendment appropria- 
ting $800 to reimburse the Chamber of Commerce 
of Philadelphia for expenses incurred in keepisg 
up a light at Cape Henlopen. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BAYARD also moved an amendment ap- 
propriating $20,000 for Babbitt’s anti-attrition 
metal, purchaved under contract, by the Secretary 
of War. He stated that on the 29th of August | 
last, an act of Congress was passed, authorizing | 
the Secretary of War to make this contract. This 
anti-attrition metal is one of the most valuable in- 
ventions of modern times. It saves at least ones 
half of the oil commonly used by steam-engines. 
If allthe steam-engines employed by the Govern- | 
ment be taken into account, it will be found that 
the saving will be immense. It amounis to at least 
$1 per day for each engine—making $300 a year, 
and probably $6,000 on all the engines employed | 
by the Government. 

Mr. CHOATE made a short explanation as to | 
the appropriation not having been brought forward | 
sooner. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON asked, was it proper thus | 
to ratify a contract by an appropriation? What 
committee of the Senate had considered and report- 
ed ou the subject? 

Mr. BAYARD read the letter of the Secretary 
of War in relation to it. The article was now in 
use for all the steam-engines employed by the 
United States Government. Its value was tually | 
tested by the new and beautiful vessel, the Union, 
and that trial was decisive that theinvention would 
be an immense saving in the public service. 

Mr. EVANS thought it would be time enough 
to make the appropriation next session. 

Mr. CHOATE made some further explanation, 
as to the recommendation made last session to 
give authority to the Secretary of War for adjust- 
ing and ratifying the contract. 

The subject was further discussed by Messrs. 
EVANS, CHOATE, &c. 

The amendment, however, was rejected—ayes 
17, noes 19 

Mr. SEVIER moved an amendment, restoring 
to the same rate as formerly the pay of the watch- 
men of the War Department, by striking out the 
bulk sum of $710, and inserting $1,270. 

Mr. EVANS understood the proposition to be, 
to increase the pay of the watchmen of the War 
Department to what it was formerly. The sub- 
ject was fully investigated last session, and the pay 
of the watchmen of all the departments was equal- 
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ized. He was averse to this distinction, as well 
as to any departure from the established rate 
agreed upon last session. He did not think this 
the time or mode of effecting the object. He was 
in favor of better pay for the subordinate officers 
in the public service; but let it be done in a proper 
way, and at a proper time. 


Mr. SEVIER urged the claims of these watch- 
men, and decried the paliry economy of cutting 
down the wages of these peor men. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 15, noes 
18. 
Mr. DAYTON proposed an amendment rec- 
ommended by the Committee on Public Build- 
ings, in relation to the farnaces in the Treasury 
building. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. KERR proposed an amendment appropri- 
a'ing $6,000 for Johnson’s patent iron window- 
shutters for the basement story of the Treasury 
building. He read the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, explaining the advantages and neces- 
sity of applying this invention to the Treasury 
building. 

Mr. EVANS asked what was the use of these 
iron shutters? In regard to fire, the Treasury 
building is well protected by watchmen; and in 
regard to thieves, what, in the name of heaven, 
would they have to find in the treasury under its 
present condition? If thieves get into it, they 
will find all their labor lost. It will be time 
enough to get this fanciful protection when it can 
be of any use. It is not wanted at all. 

Mr. KERR begged Mr. Johnson’s own recom- 
mendation of the shutters would be read. 

The Secretary of the Senate read it in part; 
when, 


Mr. MERRICK begged his colleague would re- 
frain from reading all the authorities with which 
he was about to fortify this proposition. Nobody 
doubted that it was avery fine shutter; and if it 
was indispensable to the safekeeping of the mo- 
ney in the treasury, it would, as a matter of 
course, be adopted. 

Mr. KERR begged his colleague would let the 
reading go on. 

The Secretary of the Senate then proceeded with 
the reading. 


Mr. KERR had but one single word to add. 
He then proceeded for some time with his re- 
marks in support of the merits of the invention, 
and concluded by recommending the adoption of 
his amendment. 


Mr. BUCHANAN asked if this bill wasto be 
made an omnibus for all sorts of appropriations? 
Was it proper, at 10 o’clock on the last night of 
the session of an expiring Congress, to proceed 
with such a proposition, in the direct teeth of the 
report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
and the sense of the whole Senate? 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE moved an amendment, 
with a proviso, fixing the price of the printing done 
for this Congress at the rates ef the resolution of 
the 3d of March, 1819—that is, to restore the 20 
per cent. which it had been reduced. 

Mr. KING opposed the amendment. Could 
anybody tell what reason there was for raising 
the price of printing 20 per cent., when everything 
else had come down? 

Mr. SIMMONS said that, in consequence of 
the work havirg been cut down to half what it 
usually was, and the redaction of 20 per cent. on 
the price having been made on the supposition that 
the quantity of printing would be the same, the 
printers of both Houses bad lost money on the 
printing for this Congress. 

Mr. EVANS said the subject had been called 
to his notice this morning, but he had since forget- 
ten it. He contended that, when the reduction of 
20 per cent. was agreed upon, it was on the pre- 
sumption that the quantity of printing would con- 
linue to be the same as usual. But there had been 
such a falling off in the usual printing of extra 
numbers of documents, that it was impossible for 
the printers to do the work at the reduced price, 
without loss, 

He read a statement of the printer of the Senate, 
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to the effect that there would be a deaq loss 
bis contract for doing the work of this Congress 

Mr. ALLEN denounced this mode of Springy 
upon the Senate, by surprise, at ten o'clock or ne 
last night of the session, another priniip . 
After the signal defeat of the monstrous job mt 
ed two nights ago, he little expected that an, 
job of the same kind would be attempied 9 
should have the yers and nays on this job i, 
Retrenchment, indeed! Gentlemen commenced 
Congress with zeal for retrenchment, and how en 
it with far more earnest Zeal for the augmentatic 
of expenditures. 

He protested against having this propositio 
sprung upon the Senate at midnight, after a th, 
months’ session, during which it might bave bes 
brought forward, and when it could have been prop 
erly investigated and discussed. Till this momen: } 
had never heard aby complaint on the part of 4} 
public printers. There was another book-job 
too, in this bill, which he hoped some gentlen 
would vote to strike out. He alluded to thea, 
propriation of $47,000 for books distributed 
members of Congress, according to a former re 
olution of the House. Did gentlemen want 
job out the treasury? Job, job, job! It was 
jobbing—book-jobbing, printing-jobbing—and now 
nocturnal jobbing. 

Mr. WRIGHT understood that Mr. Allen had 
virtually no interest in this printing; having sold 
out the Madi-onian establishment. He believed 
he had undertaken a much better job in Missour 
than this printing, even with the 20 per cent 
added. 


Mr. W. commested at some length upon th 
retrenchment movement made by gentlemen no 
in power, at the beginning of this Congress, both 
in regard to the resolution reducing the price of 
printing, and the plan of curtailing the printing 
by referring all the propositions to print to a Com 
mittee on Printing. The proposition now was, to 
restore a rate, which is to put $6,000 into Mr 
Allen’s pocket; and if it was confined to him, i 
would, perhaps, be hardly worth while to ss 
much—aware that his quantity had really beer 
cut down. But itisto apply to the other House 
in which there has been no committee on printing 
and in which there bas been as much extra prin 
ing done as usual. There have been extraerdi 
nary largenumbers of extra documents ordered b 
the House during this Congess to be printed. He 
fully believed the printing of this session, at the 
prices of 1819, would amount to as much as th 
of any session for the last ten years. He 
aware that, so far as the Senate was concerned, tt 
printing had been commendably reduced; bu 
once they went beyond the Senate, the applicatio 
of the 20 per cent. to a contract entered into at 
reduced rate, must result in nothing but a gift of « 
much money to a party printer. 


The subject was further discussed by Mess 
WOODBURY, SIMMONS, CALHOUN, 
EVANS. 

The question was then taken on the amené 
ment, and resulted in the affirmative—yeas 2 
nays 19, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien 
Choate, Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Kerr, Mangut 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmot 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, ‘tallmadge, White, and Woot 
bridge—24. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Calho 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith ¢ 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Willam 
Woodbury, and Wright—19. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to strike out the ite 
of $47,000 for books authorized to be purchased b 
a simple resolution of the House at the last 
sion. 

Mr. EVANS mentioned that the books had be 
purchased, received, boxed up, and sent of 
members already, by the Clerk of the House, ¥ 
der a resolution of the House of Representative 
and they were to be paid for. It was, therefo 
obviously useless to resist the payment now. 

Mr. BENTON asked, how they were Doug 
without money? 

Mr. EVANS said they were bought, but 
paid for; nor could they be paid for till this 8p 
priation was made, 
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Mr. BENTON asked, at what price the books 


bi? 
wet VANS said he did not know. 
Mr. BENTON asked in what stage the bill now 
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mei, EVANS said, on its third reading. 
, CHAIR observed that the bill bad been 
siwice, and could receive its third reading on 





Ww. 
rat, BENTON. Then, in that case, I cannot 
yp it by any opposition of mine. If I could do 
~. this book item should come out, or the bill 
be jd be lost. 
yr. TAPPAN made a few observations on the 
impropriety of the House, by a simple resolution, 
igearting a debt which Congress should be called 
nto make an appropriation to pay; and that, 
too, forthe distribution of property te the members 
themselves. d 
Mr. ALLEN found, on reference to the journal 
{the House, that the House, on the 8th of Au- 
ast, passed a resolution to adjourn on the 22d; 
that Mr. Morris introduced the resolution for the 
mrchase of these books, and immediately moved 
ihe previous question. Under the operation of the 
jous question, il was passed—yeas 89, nays 71. 
Bas $50,000 worth of books were ordered to be 
sarcbased and distributed to the members of the 
House, without any money to pay for them. Had 
the House any right to authorize its Clerk to incur 
adebt; and, after the debt was incurred, to make 
nappropriaticn to pay it? There must be an end 
atto this business. A case must be made before 
te country upon this course. The people must 
wtoldofiten the stump. They are asleep, while 
you, now, at midnight, are voting away their 
money to yourselves or your partisan printers. But 
ney shall be told of it. The yeas and nays must 
go (o them. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Woon- 
pry’samendment to strike out the $47,000 appro- 
priation for books to members of Congress; end it 
uw decided in the negative—yeas 14, nays 23, as 
follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Fulton, 
King, Linn,|McRoberts, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, 
Woodbury, and Wright—14. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
bo Conrad, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Henderson, 
et, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Bmith of Indiana, Sprague, Talimadge, White, and Wood. 
bndge--23. 
Mr. BAYARD moved an amendment authoriz- 
ng the settlement of accounts for extra pay to the 
bfiicers of the exploring expedition. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. LINN moved an amendment, appropriating 
p,000 for extra clerk-hire for the surveyor gen- 
tal ef Missouri. 

Mr. EVANS said it was quite unnecessary, as 
nee Was, On the next page, an appropriation of 
1,000 for extra clerk-hire to the surveyors gen- 
land the surveyor general of Missouri would 
his just proportion. 
Mr. LINN withdrew his amendment. 
The bill was then reported back to the Senate; 
nd the question being on concurring in the amend- 
benis of the committee of the whole, 
Mr. WOODBURY asked that the amendment in 
lation to paying for the Compendium of the 
‘sus should be excepted. 

¢ other amendments were concurred in. 

he question being on the amendment of the 
rmmitiee of the whole, striking out the amount 
warded by the House to Messrs. Blair & Rives, 
id increasing the amount to Mr. Allen, for print- 
ig the Compendium of the Census Returns, 
Mr. WOODBURY moved to insert the names 
Biair & Rives, so as te place them on the same 
oling with Allen, in regard to the work done by 
m—they having printed the Compendium under 
first contract, 
Mr. EVANS admitted that the House uuder- 
od that both printers stood upon the same 
und; but the Finance Committee of the Senate 
“ Lot so understand it. They believed that there 
4% @ regular contract with Allen, but nove with 

ves. He was willing to take the work 
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4s being bound to do so under contract. 
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Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. He wished’ to make a few 
remarks on this subject of printing. Blair & 
Rives were the legal printers of Congress, under a 
contract solemnly made by the Senaie—which con- 
tract was subsequently repudiated, and Mr. Allen 
was inducted in their place. 

Mr. EVANS interposed, to say this was not for 
the printing of the Census—it was for the printing 
of the Compendium. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that the legal printers 
of Congress, Blair & Rives, were duly employed 
by contract to do the work, authorized by the Sec- 
retary uf Siate. The Secretary of State had au- 
thorized the contract. They were, therefore, enti- 
tled to the pay for the printing, and could recover 
it in any court of law. 

Mr. EVANS said that was a question at issue. 

Mr. WRIGHT remarked that he knew al! about 
it, and was wel! satisfied that the Secretary of State 
did authorize the contract. 

Mr. HENDERSON submitted a modification, 
providing that the price paid to Messrs Blair & 
Rives, and to Mr. Allen, should not exceed the 
price of printing contracted for by this Congress. 

Mr. WOODBURY hed no objection to this mod- 
ification. 

Mr. WALKER contended that, in any court of 
law or equity, if the United States permitted itself 
to be sued, Blair& Rives would recover damages 
for the whole of the printing. 

Mr. EVANS observed that this did not relate to 
the Census; it was the Compendium—quite a dif- 
ferent thing. 

Mr. WALKER said it was no more a diffezent 
thing, than an index was a different thing from the 
main work to which it belongs. Mr. W. showed 
how the work was authorized by the department, 
and carried on, in good faith, by Blair & Rives; 
and that, on a fall and impartial investigation by 

the conimittee of the House, it wes decided that 
they should be placed on the same footing. 

Mr. WRIGHT called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then tazen on Mr. Woop- 
BuRY’s amendment, and decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 24, nays 13, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baghy, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linu, McRoberts, Mangum, 
Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, 


Williams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—24. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Conrad, Crittenden, Day- 
ton, Evans, Kerr, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Smith of 
Indiana, and White—13. 
So the amendment on the amendment was adopt- 


an“ sss 


up, considered as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported to the Senate, and passed, viz: 

Resolution for continuing an additional clerk in 
the Second Auditor’s office. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Robert T. Spence. 

The bill for the relief of John Hodgkin. 

The bill for the reliet of Samuel Weiler. 

The bill proviéing for the settlement of claims 
for supplies furnished the Florida militia. 

The act authorizing an examination and survey 
of the barbor of Memphis, Tennessee. 

The bill to authorize the election and appoint- 
ment of officers in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Tne bill for the relief of Hannah Jenkins, widow 
of James Jenkins, decrased. 

The bil! for the relief of John McGinnis, a sol- 
dier of the late war. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Peters, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Dawkins, 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Penhallow. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to refund to David Watkinson & Co. a part of 
the duties imposed on a certain quantity of tin and 
iron impcrted into the port of New York. 

The bill for the relief of Hugh Biddle, of New 
York. 

The bil! for the relief of Mary McGee and Su- 
san Pierce, heirs-at-law of George Net!son. 

The bill to revive the act for the relief of John 
Daviin. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel K. Jenkins. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Leyton’s chil- 


| dren. 


The bill for the relief of Nancy Wilson. 
The bill for the relief of Ruth Mathiot. 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


| tives of Robert A. Kelly. 


The bil! for the relief of George Waddle. 
The bill directing the survey of the northern line 
of the reservation for the half-breeds of the Sac 


| and Fox tribe of Indians, by the treaty of August 


4, 1824. 

The joint resolution directing the payment of 
certificates of awards issued by the commissioners 
| under the treaty which the Chickasaw Indians. 

The joint resolution in relation to certain prop- 
erty purchased for the United States in the city of 
Detroit. 

The joint resolution to authorize the Postmaster 
General to seitle with J. & V. Voorhees. 

The following House bills were taken up as in 





ed; and the amendment as amended was concurred 
in. 

Mr. BAYARD renewed his amendment, relating 
to Babbiti’s anti-attrition metallic patent, appropria- 
ting $20,000 to pay the contract. 

It was adopted. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 

Mr. EVANS submitied a resolution to suspend 
the 17th joint rule. 

Mr. BENTON objecting— 

The resolation was laid over one day. 

Mr. EVANS moved to suspend the previous 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the joint reso- 
lution to euntinue an additional clerk in the Sec- 
ond Auditor’s office. 

The request was complied with; and the joint 
resolution was taken up, considered, read three 
times, and passed. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to proceed to the consid- 
eration of House bill 806; which was agreed to. 

House bill 806 was, accordingly, taken up as in 
commitiee of the whole, considered, reported, read 
a third time, and passed. The title of the bill was: 
“A bill for the survey of the Northern line of the. 
reservation of the hbalf-breeds of Sac and Fox 
tribes of Indians under the treaty of the 4th Au- 
gust, 1804.” 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved to proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was concurred in; and, at half-past 

11 o’clock, p. m., the Senate went into executive 
session. 

After considerable time spent in secret session, 
the Senate resumed its legislative session; when 

The following bills from the House were taken 








committee of the whole, considered, and indefinite- 
ly postponed: 
The bill to provide for the payment of the lowa 
militia called into service in December, 1839. 
The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Henry Hoffman, deceased. 
The bill for the relief of Jacob Miller. 
The bill for the relief of Rebecca Guest. 
The bill for the relief of Seth Sweetser. 
The bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 
The bili for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lieutenant T. W. Smith. 
The bill for the relief of Robert T. Norris. 
The bill granting an increase of pension to Isaac 
Plumer. 
The bill for the relief of Asa Davis. 
The bili granting a pension to John Carey,a 
man of color. 
The bill for the relief of Nancy Byrd, the widow 
of Baylar Byrd, a revolutionary soldier. 
The bill for the relief of Abraham Van Horn. 
The bill for the relief of Syivia Underwood, 
mother of Lieutenant Underwood, d: ceased. 
The bill for the relief of Samuel Huffman. 
The bill to confirm Elizabeth Burriss, her heirs 
or assigns, in a tract of land. 
The bill to prevent extra allowances to any offi- 
cer of the Government; and 
The bill granting a pension to Josiah Westlake. 
The following House bills were then taken up 
as in commitiee of the whole, considered, and 
finally laid on the table, viz: 
The bill for the relief of Jos. W. Newcomb; and 
The bill to provide for the erection of a marine 
hospital at Key West, in the Territory of Florida. 
The Senate then, at 2 o’clock a. m. adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trurspay, March 2, 1843. 


Mr. PAYNE presented a memorial of the Legis- 
Jature of Alabama, praying a reduction and gradu- 
ation of the price of the public lands: referred to 
the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. REYNOLDS presented the memorials and 
resolations from the General Assembly of the State 
of -Ilincis, and had them referred to the appropri- 
ate committees, to wil; 

1. Stating the propriety of settling the Oregon 
question with Great Britain, and urging the subject 
on the consideration of the Government of the Uai- 
ted States. It is also stated, in the resolution, that it 
was a grievous omission in the late treaty not to 
settle the Oregon boundary with the other bounda- 
ry questions; and that the question should not be 
delayed any longer. 

2. Proposing a reduction 
ters, &c. 

This subject is urged on the consideration of 
Congress, with facts, and great force of argument. 
It is regarded in the memoria! asa duty on Con- 
gress to reduce posiage generally. 

3. Praying an appropriation of money to im- 
prove the navigation of the Western waters. 


on the postage of let- 


Many fac's are referred to, which will satisfy 
Congress that the improvement of those rivers is 
indispensable to the commerce of the Western 
country. 

4. Praying the reduction of duttes on certain in- 


dispensable articles of consumption. 
It is stated that it is unequal and xnjust to com- 


pel one section of the Union to support other sec- 
tions of the same country by any act of Congress; 
that the article of salt is indispensable; that one 
family uses almost as much of this article as 
another; that the imposition of taxes ouvht to be in 


proportion to the amount of property each individ- 
walmay own. The presentact of Congress makes 
no such discrimination; but imposes as much tax 
on a poor man for sali, as on a person worth mil- 
lions. The operation of this act (states the memo- 
ria!) is so unjust and unequal, that it ought to be 
forthwith repealed. 

5. Praying an amendment in the pre-emption 
laws, so as todo justice to the actual settler. 


GEN&RAL JACKSON'S FINE. 


After the journals had been read, Mr. WHITE 
of Lovisiana obtained the floor, and said that he 
was induced to seek the attention of the Chair this 
morning, for a personal explanation. He said he 
had been atiacked, and sorely insulted, in the face of 
the House—not, indeed, in his individuality; for, 
as to that, if every bone in it were fractured, he 
would not deem it a thing worthy of the Speaker's 
notice—but (be said) when he spoke of himself in 
this connexion, it was only as the impersonation of 
those he represented; and this, he hoped, was not 
too bold an allegory. The people of his Siate, he 
said, and his immediate consti'uents more espe- 
cially, had been vilified and misrepresented in de- 
bate here. 

It has been stated—and the authority of Gen- 
eral Jackson’s opinions has been invoked in sup- 
port of the idea—that a large portion of the peop'e 
whom I represent were spies and traitors in the 
last war; that they were hostile to the cause in 
which the country was engaged; and were ready 
to join the enemy in opposition to their brethren in 
arms. 

Sir, (said Mc. W.,) those statements have gone 
abroad uncontradicted. No opportunity has oc- 
curred, under the rules and modes of proceeding, 
to contradict or examine them. Insome twenty or 
ibirty hours more, this session is to close; and then 
these aspersions will pass into your Registers of 
Debate as the materials of future history. 

Mr. W. said he really conceived it to be due to 
truth, to justice, to an abused portion of the people 
of the United States, and to the reputation of our 
common country, that some little chance should be 
given to the Representative of those thus wronged, 
to examine the grounds of the obloquies, in order 
te see how far they may be founded in fact or rea- 
son, or to what extent they are fallacious, and sus- 
cr ptible of refutation. 

How (he inquired) was this to be accomplished? 
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There was some difficulty in it, he confessed, in the 
present juncture. The way he would propose was 
this: The subject-matter on which those objection- 
able statements had been made—the remission of 
Genera! Jackson's fine—was before the House in 
a variety of shapes. Among them was bill No. 
12, from the Senate. He would move that, as soon 
as the House shall go into Committee of the Whole, 
an hour be devoted to the consideration of that bill, 
in order to afford him the opportunity of some ex- 
pression in the premises. 

Several gentlemen expressing themselves to the 
effect that the standing committees had better first 
be called for reports, after which it might be done— 
Mr. W. said he had no objection to that. Any 
course was agreeable to him, which afforded a 
rezsopable prospect of attaining the end. 


MERCHANDISE RECOVERED FROM SHIP- 
WRECK. 


On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the Commitiee 
of Ways and Means was discharged from the 
bill to permit the entry of merchandise recovered 
from shipwreck, in certain cases, free from duty; 
and the same having been ordered to be engros-ed, 
was read the third time and passed. 


FOREIGN COINS. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported, without amendmen’, the bill 
from the Senate regulating the currency of for- 
eign gold and silver coins in the United States; 
and, the same being considered by the House, was 
read the third time, and passed, 

PEA PATCH ISLAND 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL, from the same 
committee, reported, with several amendments, 
the bill from the Senate to settle the title to the 
Pea Patch Island, in the Delaware. 

The amendments having been read, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked that the bill be 
pul on its passage, by general consent. 

Mr. WELLER called for the reading of the 
bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland objected to the 
third reading of the bill at this time, under the ap- 
prehension that it would lead to debate. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL then moved to refer it 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; which motion was agreed to. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES OF THE UNI- 
TED STATES. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL submitted a joint reso- 
lution, requesting the President of the United 
Siates to present to the British Government a set 
of the standard weichts and measures of the United 
States, to replace those destroyed in the late fire in 
London: adopted. 


BRITISH TREATY. 

Mr. POPE rose and explained that he was un- 
avoidably absent when the final vote was taken 
on the bill to carry into effect the late treaty with 
Great Britain, so that his name did not appear 
among the yeas and nays on that vote. He wish- 
ed to state that, had he becn present, he would 
have voted for the bill. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved that the Committec of 
Claims be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill for the relief of Daniel Skinner, 
and the bill for the relief of Richard Patten; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COWEN then explained and advocated the 
bill for the relief of Richard Patten, and meved 
that it be taken up in the House, and put upon its 
passage; which, being agreed to by general consent, 
the bill was read the third time, and passed. 


FOREIGN COINS. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported, with several amend- 
ments, the bill from the Senate to fix the value of 
certain foreign moneys in the accounts and com- 
putation of the custom -houses; and the amendments 
having been read, 

Mr. ADAMS made an inquiry, which led to ex- 
planatory remarks from Mr. PICKENS and Mr. 
WINTHROP. The amendments of the commit- 
tee were then ccneurred in; and the bi!l was read a 
third time, aad passed. 
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the Commi = 

Commerce, made a report on a ebmaiatos 
from the Treasury Department, on the subje a = 
light-houses om the Eastern coast. or 
COLORED SEAMEN. —= 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the House, 
up the resolutions appended to the Feport s C 
time since made by him in relation to the imprie * j 
ment of colored seamen in Soathern pors, The 
said it was too late, at this period of the segsion ae Mc. S 
discuss the subject at any length; yet, whiie Mr. 
hoped the House would take a vote on the Tesco esol 
tions, he would not move the previous question Mr. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the sy) ays; 
ject on the tabie. and th 
Mr. WELLER called for the reading of the reimm So tbe 
olutions. The 
The Clerk accordingly read the resolutions lation 
follows: ing be 
Resolved, That the seizure and imprisonment, in any yy, operat 
of this Union, of free colored seamen, citisens of any of the ne 

States, and against whom there is no charge but that of eg 
ing said port in the prosecution of their rightful business iy VEA' 


violation of the privileges of citizenship guarantied py , 
2d section of the 4th article of the Constitution of the toy 


tales. 

Resolved, That the seizure and imprisonment, in any py 
of this Union, of free colored seamen, on board of foreign 
sels, against whom there is no charge but that of ente); 


portin the course of their lawful business, is a breach of Housto 
comity of nations, is incompatible with the rights of ali nation son, Jo 
in amity with the United States, and, in relation to nations wi Lowell 
whom the United States have formed commercial conventio, lory, M 
is a violation of the 6th article of the Federal Constityrio hard, ] 
which declares that treaties are a part of the supreme lay Reache 
the land. ‘ Sbielde 
Resolved, That any State laws, by which certain classes gm Turney 
seamen are prohibited from entering certain ports ofthis Unioqamm and Jo 
in the prosecution of their rightful business, are in contraveg Nay 
tion of the paramount and exclusive power of the General Go nard, 
ernment to regulate commerce. Brown 
Resolved, That the police power of the States can justify, Childs, 
enactments or regulations which are in direct, positive, ap Cranst 
permanent conflict with express provisions or fundamey berry, 
principles of the national compact. Fy. Fo 
Goode 
Mr. WINTHROP called for the yeas and nayqamm fludeo 
on the motion to lay the resolution on the tablegmm Johns 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted gam ye 
follows—yeas 86, nays 59. Pope, 
So the motion prevailed. - 
Mr. B. RANDALL, from the Committee off go): 
Commerce, made various adverse reports. wo, I 
Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on the jae 
Public Lands, reported Senate bill entitled “An acl Josep! 
for the relief of John R. Williams,” without amendgiiy Youn: 
men'; and he asked the House to put it on j So 
passage. 1 M 
After a few words of explanation, the bill amet 
read a third time, and passed. pi 
DISTRICT BANKS. or 
‘ their i 
Mr. POWELL, from the Committee for thai andi 
District of Columbia, reported a joint resolution pons 


continue the charter of certain banks in the Di 
trict of Columbia; and the same having been rea/ M 
Mr. PICKENS inguired whether this was 
original bill of the House, or a bill from t 
Senate. 
The SPEAKER said that it was an origi 
joint resolution reported from a committee. — 
Mr. PICKENS observed that a joint resolati 
was in the nature of a bill, and could not, with 
a suspension of the 16th joint rule, be sent to! 
Senate. 
The SPEAKER said that the joint resolution 
in fact a bill, and, if passed, could not be sent 
the Senate without a suspension of the rule. — 
Mr. POWELL calle:t for the second read 
of the resolation. 


Mr. WELLER observed that it could ne! t ¥ 
read the second time but by general consent, lun 
he objected to it. rec 

The SPEAKER said that, when the secoogay nec 
reading of a bill was objected to, the quesiomagy sett 
then arose, “Shall it be rejected?” tion 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia raised the point of OM thei 
der, that a bill on the same subject had al beet 
been reported, and was now before the Commi tal : 
tee of the Whole. This bili was then out bills 
der, under the rule prohibiting the introduction ij Ho: 
two bills on the same subject. gres 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wished to correct the ea whe 
t'eman in point of fact. This resolution debs 
ferent from the bill in Committee of the W'S cha 
for the reason that it contained a provision 8°"? whe 
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The SPEA 

Mc. Smuts. 

Mr. SMITEL¢ 
resolution on (hg 

Mr. CAVE Are 
nays; Which being 
and the motion 
§o the resolution 

The question 
lution be rejecte 
ing been ordered 
operation of the 
the negative—ye 

TEAS— Messrs. 
ee Vv. Bro 
Buler, Patrick C, 
fampbell, Cary, ( 
Richard D. Davis 
pert, John G. Floy , 
mer, William O. G 
Houston, Hubard, & 
so, John W. Jones, 
Lowell, Abraham Mg 
lory, Marchand, Alf 
hard, Parmenter, 
Reacher, Reynolds, 
Shields, Slade, Sn 
Torney, Van Bureny 

Young—7% 

NAYS—Messrs. 
nard, Blair, Bordeg 
Brown, Burnel!, Call 
Childs, Chittenden, 
Cranston, Cravens, 
berry, John Edward 
F, Foster, Gamble 
Goode, Graham, Gi 
Hudson, Joseph R. 
Johnson, I. D. Jone 
Samson Mason, Mat 
wether, Moore, Mo 
Pope, Ramsey, Benjy 
Ridgway, Rodney, 
sall, Shepperd, St 
Swart, John T. Stud 
soo, Richard W. 
Trumbull, Underwod 
L, White, Thomas ¥ 
Joseph L. Williams; 
Young—92. 
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amendment: 


And be it further@ 
who may become st 
their individual and { 
and liabilities of the 
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insaid banks, ’ 


Mr. A. said thi 
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